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F
our years ago Dave Wainwright climbed up Mt 
Agung with the hope of flying off it. He used a 
different summit approach to this time, it was 

a four hour trek starting at 2am, he got to the top, the 
winds weren’t favourable and he had to walk back down. 
He’d told me about it and I’d seen the pics. It looked 
amazing and I’ve been keen to do it since. 

So one night, sitting around with Dave, Chris Neal 
and a couple of others, when Dave said, “Hey, wanna go 
up Agung?” We all went, “Hell yes!” We expected maybe 
a handful of people to want to join in, but it turned out 
we were hanging out with a whole bunch of crazies – 26 
in total! 

Dave went into planning mode and organised it like a 
pro. Buses to get us to the temple which sat at 1000m, 
and where we would start the trek from, and porters to 

carry our gear up, etc. I went into ‘I must make a video 
of this’ mode. I knew it would be epic and should be 
documented.

When you’re packing for a Bali holiday the last thing 
on your mind is warm clothes, so I was grossly under 
prepared. I had three thin long sleeved tops with me, 
and with Candidasa not offering any warm clothing 
options to buy, I just had to layer up! I only had a pair of 
happy pants with me, very comfortable for travel and for 
not melting when stepping off the plane, but offering 
no protection whatsoever against the elements on top 
of a 3000m volcano! Jade Hamilton came to my rescue 
on the volcano; wearing two pairs of pants herself, she 
happened to have a spare pair in her bag. So I layered 
the legs too, to try stop some of the cold wind getting 

through. Good thing noone was doing a fashion shoot 
up there!

I had been awake from 4:30am that day, and visiting 
the toilet on a regular basis. I almost pulled the pin on 
going considering how unwell I felt, but I didn’t want 
to miss this experience. I took some gastro stop and 
an antinausea tablet to make myself well enough to 
make it to the start line. I had not thrown up at all, but 
felt quite nauseous (I suffer from reflux and this was 
a selfinflicted overindulgence issue, not Bali belly!). 
Since I’m generally a fit person, I was counting on that 
to help me through.

We left the hotel at 8:30pm on Friday, 5 August, 
travelling in convoy to the temple. We started the six or 
seven hour trek at 10:45pm.

I knew the trek would be hard, I knew there’d be 
gruelling moments. I wasn’t expecting to be on all 
fours by the second hour! It tested me in so many ways, 
stretched me to the ends of what I had and made me 
draw on every bit of will power I had and bits I didn’t 
know I was capable of. By the third hour I wasn’t sure 
I could make it. I had to take regular stops to avoid 
spewing. I had taken as many pills as I was allowed to, 
maybe a couple extra, and I was desperately waiting 
for them to kick in. So much went through my mind – if I 
pulled out, a tandem would be left without a passenger 
and not just any tandem, but Dave’s tandem! Well that 
can’t happen. I had made a promise to film every single 
launch and provide a link for all the pilots. I had promised 
to document this experience in a video to be shared. I 
don’t go back on my promises. But mostly, there was no 
way in hell I would walk back down! Face it Nikole, the 
only way was up!

When we arrived at the temple, there was hot coffee 
and a bunch of snacks waiting for us. I can’t tell you much 
more about it because I shied away from it all and didn’t 
look too closely. Being unwell, I was too scared to eat, but 
not eating meant no sustenance. No sustenance meant 
misbalancing, slipping and feeling weak. I knew I wouldn’t 
last six hours like that so eventually forced down a couple 
of bites of a really terrible chocolate bar I had been given 
at the temple. It almost came back up, but it was enough 
to give me a boost and start my recovery. 

The porters were incredible. One of them walked 
past me as I was struggling up a steep part early on… he 
had a wing pack resting on his head, holding it with one 
hand, and with his other hand he grabbed hold of me and 
yanked me up the path.

Mt Agung: An Epic Adventure!

I’ve just come back from two weeks in Bali. It was the sixth 

time I’ve been over there since learning to fly, but it was by far 

the best! Firstly because I thoroughly loved flying again, but 

also because of the amazing experience that was Mt Agung.

by Nikole Neal

The terrain on the trek started in rainforest with a 
wide track, then changed to steep steps… other people 
may have been able to walk up this bit, but some of us 
with little legs needed to climb. Sometimes I’d feel a 
little push from behind – Chris was helping me up. There 
was tree root branches to grab onto and at random 
spots there’d be rope hanging down to help pull yourself 
up, however, it became evident that one should do a 
test pull of said rope before entrusting one’s weight to 
it. There were spots where the track was narrow with 
long drops on one side, then it was volcanic sand with 
rocks, requiring one to find stable rocks to hold onto 
as the sand was slippery. I took a bit of a slide and Chris 
came to the rescue stopping my downwards momentum, 
grabbing onto me in a way that only a husband should… I 
have to admit he was an outstanding support during the 
trek. I kept apologising every time I needed to stop and 
all he did was tell me not to worry and encourage me to 
keep going at whatever pace I could. We were joined for 
some of the trek by Andrew Kalkman, who was equally 
tolerant and supportive of my ‘I need to stop again so I 
don’t spew’ moments. Once above the tree line, it was 
rocks and more rocks, cold wind and some crevices.

At some point, I think around the fourth hour, the 
nausea finally disappeared. I felt a little renewed and 

ready to step it up a bit… but then Chris went down. 
At one rest stop I looked at him and he was white! At 
the next rest stop he had a couple of chucks. By that 
point we had reached the final section – exposed rocks. 
We’d climb for around 10 minutes and feel like we’d 
sprinted 300m, then we’d try to find a crevice to rest 
in and take shelter from the cold wind. At this stage we 
had caught up with Jade Hamilton who was an absolute 
trooper getting there, considering she got a massive 
blister around half hour in. She was slightly ahead of 
us, but we would meet up in the crevices. All three of us 
were having trouble breathing while moving because of 
the altitude and needed regular stops. Jade and I came 
across a small group of hikers who told us the top was 
only 100m away – I actually cried with happiness! We 
could see the end and I just wanted to get there. We 
missed seeing the sunrise from the top, but got there 
soon after. Chris and I were the last to arrive and I can 
honestly say I have never been more proud of myself for 
pushing through than I was the moment I reached the 
top. It was all worth it, breathtaking, I felt like I was on 
top of the world! Well, I was at 10,000ft. 

I took a few moments to collect myself, admire the 
view, then got straight to work! The top was spectacular, 

looking down from 10,000ft was something I can’t 
describe and photos don’t do it justice.

Sidestepping here for a moment, I want to talk about 
my decision to not fly solo. The moment Dave talked 
about Agung, I booked myself a spot on his tandem. 
I’ve been asked by a few people as to why. There were 
a couple of reasons for it. Firstly, I knew my ability was 
more than adequate for anything the launch and flight 
would bring, but considering the mental upheaval I had 
been through, I didn’t want to risk having a ‘moment’ 
up there. I also didn’t know what physical state I’d be in 
once we got to the top and whether that would impact 
on me mentally. So I thought flying tandem would be 
the best thing for me, and it was. Looking at the launch, 
there was nothing I found daunting, and had I been in my 
solo wing, I would have had no issue launching, but I was 
drained physically and focusing on producing a video so I 
stand by my decision and don’t regret it. It allowed me to 
do what I had promised I would, took pressure off myself 
for flying and let me enjoy the experience from the best 
seat available.

Time to get ready. The wind was good, the view was 
sublime and we needed to get 21 wings in the air before 
the clouds enveloped Agung and closed off visibility. 
There was a perfect spot for launching, just down from 

The High Adventure Mt Agung expedition: 
Geoff Sullivan, David Krejsa, Melanie 
McVean, Matt Patterson, Chris Caley, 
Jade Hamilton, Dave Storrie, Dean 
Bradshaw, Geoff Tonks, Andrew 
Kalkman, Chris Leaf Turnbull, Rob Bexon, 
Neil Schaefer, Mitchell Williams, Dave 
Wainwright, Nikole Neal, Kassie Sullivan, 
Matt Colwell, Fielding Smith, Tim 
Marshall, Chris Neal, Peter Buchanan, 
Diogo Coradini, Dallas Annetts, Wayne 
Byard, Felippe Binetruy (absent)
Photo: Nikole Neal

Dean Bradshaw was first to launch
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Looking at Diogo and Melanie soon after launch

Photo: Nikole Neal

Photo: John Tilley
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where we were. Not too steep, wide, gorgeous. The 
hardest thing was the rocky terrain, so we just needed 
to watch our step. I didn’t, focusing on the video I was 
taking with my iPhone, desperate not to miss anyone’s 
launch, I sidestepped and fell flat on my ass! Thanks to 
Matt Patterson who literally put me back on my feet.

Once everyone else was up and away, the two 
tandems set up. One tandem was Dave and I and the 
other was Diogo Coradini and Melanie McVean. We 

launched simultaneously for a little extra fun and 
managed to get some great footage of each other’s 
tandems. I met Melanie only a few days earlier, she’s 
not a pilot herself, but a pilot’s partner and a super cool 
chick. It was great to share this moment with one of my 
closest friends and two super awesome people in the 
other tandem.

In flight, it was one ‘wow’ moment after another. 
Aside from the obvious ‘wow’ factor of launching at 
10,000ft, launching so far above the clouds provided for 
a spectacular view the whole way to Candidasa. By the 
time we launched, the sky looked a lot different to when 
the first person had launched. It was a rare privilege to 
be able to see a cloud in its entirety. Usually, we’re under 
them, we make educated guesses on what they might 

look like or how big they are, it is quite a thing to be able 
to see the whole damn thing from above!

On the way, we were listening to radio calls from the 
other pilots landing and calling in to say they had landed 
safely. The goal was the beach and a small group made 
it there: Dean Bradshaw, Matt Patterson, Matt Colwell, 
Neil Schaefer, Geoff and Kassie Sullivan. Dave Storrie 
took himself to the White Beach, the others landed in 
paddocks slightly short of the beach. Dave told me we 
didn’t have the glide to make it, to which I said, “Oh, 
okay, so where will we land?” Dave: “The beach, we’ll 
just have to climb.” The quiet confidence of the master 
and he didn’t fail to deliver! We flew a lovely buoyant line 
and made the coast with tonnes of height.

We landed at the beach and packed up. Scooter 
transport is never far away in Bali and we jumped on 
for a lift back to the hotel. On the way we came across 
a bunch of our pilots who had landed in paddocks and 
found themselves a ride in the back of a ute. So we 
ditched our scooters and joined the crew. Every one of us 
was grinning from ear to ear, bonded by this incredible 
experience. A first of epic proportions, a challenging 
hike to a paradise in the sky. Maybe we will do it again, 
but even if we do, this is the time we will remember 
when we experienced it for the first time. Not only that, 
we were the largest group to take on this giant and we 
believe to be the first Australians to launch from the 
summit. We also had the first woman in Jade Hamilton 
and the first tandem in Geoff and Kassie Sullivan. Oh, 
the pride!

A couple of days later, whilst flying at Payung, Nusa 
Dua, Dave got on the radio to tell us that Agung was 
visible. I hopped in my gear and got in the air and my 
jaw dropped as I looked at the mammoth creature in the 
distance. It was at this point the gravity of what we had 
done hit home. Yeah, we flew off it, but we damn well 
walked up it too – six and a half hours of all kinds of pain 
for the most satisfaction and reward one could imagine.

Many thanks to Dave Wainwright from High Adventure 
Paragliding for the inspiration and organisation and for 
looking after all of us. We won’t be forgetting this in 
a hurry and we seem to have inspired pilots all round 
to want to go and do it. Thanks to all the pilots who 
allowed me to shove a phone in their face and thanks to 
Dean Bradshaw for his commitment to lugging the drone 
up there! The video would not be what it is without you!

 

Go to [www.youtube.com/watch?v=FNEX72CUghQ] 
for the video.

Mt Agung summit – stunning
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Chris and I, soon after arriving at the top  Dave and I in flight  Photos: Nikole Neal
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Bali flying

Photo: John Tilley

After landing at the beach

Photo: David Wainwright
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Andrew was open to the idea, but as a newly  
  minted supervised pilot I held that desire  
    lightly. I assumed those kind of adventures 

were still a long way off for someone with a mere five 
and a half hours under their belt. 

Yet the ‘what if ’ desire in me lingered…
So it was with an air of forced casual indifference that 

I mentioned the possibility of a dawn raid on Gunung (Mt) 
Batur (1717m) to Andrew towards the end of our week
long tour. He seized on it. Within 24 hours, transport, 
guides and porters were all organised. Eight of us jumped 

in the car, six pilots willing to attempt to launch from the 
summit, plus Chris Brownie who couldn’t fly because of an 
injured shoulder and our friendly driver Rakih.

I was full of anticipation while at the same time 
trying to manage my expectations. I kept telling myself 
that there was a very good chance it would not happen. 
Although the forecast predicted a light five knot wind 
from the east, I knew about the unpredictability of 
mountains full well from years of bushwalking and 
climbing. Besides, we might get up there in perfect 
conditions only to find flying off the summit was way 

beyond the capabilities of the low airtime pilots. I told 
myself to treat this as a great walk even if we did not fly.

It was not an auspicious start: We pulled into 
the Gunung Batur carpark at 3:30am and apprentice 
instructor Jayden Polidano stumbled out and threw up. 
He had been sick for days and had clearly not recovered. A 
number of others were also nurturing tender stomachs. 
At that point, I thought Jayden was going to stay in the 
car for sure, leaving us one instructor short, but after a 
drink of water he broke into his customary grin and we 
were off.

Hike & Fly 
Mt Batur, Bali
We all have flying goals. Mine is to hike and fly. Specifically to 

go on epic vol-biv missions through the mountains. So when 

Andrew Polidano from Poliglide called me and asked if I was 

interested in coming to Bali to fly my first question was ‘what 

are the chances of flying off one of Bali’s active volcanos? 

by Jason MacLeod

We had six porters, one of them a woman, and two 
guides, both called Nyoman. They handed out torches to 
those of us without headlamps and we set off into the 
darkness. The path quickly entered a forest. Our torches 
lit up the fluorescent strips on the swing reverse 
harness packs. After a few water stops we climbed 
above the tree line and the path got steeper until the 
clouds parted and the Milky Way wheeled above us in all 
her luminous splendour. The wind was light – it looked 
like a good day.

By 5am we had reached the lower rim of the crater. 
We stopped while Andrew and one of the guides scouted 
out possible launch sites. Fifteen minutes later they 
returned and we decided to push on for the last 400m 
to the summit. As we climbed, rock turned to scree, then 
to sand. The sky began to soften, changing in colour 
from black to purple to orange. In the distance Mt Rinjani 
(nearly 4000m) raised her head above the clouds. Mt 
Agung (3,033m) in the east towered above us, nearly 
twice the height of Batur, enticing us with the thought 
of future adventures. The beauty was overwhelming and 
still we headed upwards.

Finally, we reached the summit. We ordered sweet 
black tea from a mountain top warung and perched 
ourselves on the edge of the rim to watch the sun rise 
and take obligatory photos. Andrew found a large stick, 
about four metres long, and tied a windsock to it, then 
we were off again, edging around the rim of the crater in 
search of a launch. 

This part of the walk was spectacular. At times the 
track narrowed to a knife’s edge with one side plunging 
into the crater, steam rising up from volcanic vents. 
Some of the guides were boiling eggs in the hot steam. 
The other side sloped away at about 30 degrees, a 
mixture of sand, tussock grass, volcanic rocks and small 
trees, all the way down to the valley floor. In places, 
the hardened black crust of recent lava flows covered 
the earth. In the distance the Kintamani rim encircled 
Gunung Batur, the outer edge of what must have once 
been a massive ancient volcano. Clouds poured over 
the outer rim like an ethereal waterfall. The crater lake 
glistened in the sun. We regularly slipped into silence or 
gasped in awe at the beauty of the view before us. 

After about half an hour of inching round the rim, we 
found a perfect launch site directly into the few puffs 
of wind coming up the mountain. The track divided into 
two, creating a higher platform adjacent to the edge of 
the crater where we could lay out the gliders, and a lower 
track where we could stand and launch. It was hard to 
believe, we were really going to throw ourselves off an 
active volcano!

Andrew talked us through the landing options, 
identifying a construction site and road about 500m 
below launch. He and Fiona would go first on the tandem 
while Jayden stayed behind helping the fledglings to 
launch. Initially, Andrew tried to reverse launch, but 
the winds were too light. It was going to have to be 
a forward launch. I remember looking at my copilots 
Amanda and Kynan, then at the steep slope, straight 
down to the valley floor. Seriously? Then I heard Andrew 
quietly tell Fiona, “Make sure you stay on your feet or 
it’s all over.” My anxiety level shot up even more. Could 
I do this?

Then they were off. A huge cheer went up. The 
guides and porters were beside themselves with joy. 

They had never seen anything like it. Andrew and 
Fiona landed safely on the clear road, now empty of 
walkers and climbing groups. There was a flag at the 
construction site that indicated the wind direction. The 
road beckoned like a runway, clean and smooth. Things 
were looking promising.

Kynan clipped in next. He launched like a pro, 
bounding down the slope, jumping over tussock grasses 
before sailing into the air to another round of whooping 
cheers. We all watched as he tracked back and forth, 
then landed just beside Andrew. 

I was next. I could not believe this was happening. 
As Jayden talked me through the launch, I looked down. I 
needed 100% commitment on takeoff. Once I launched, 
it would not be safe or really even possible to stop. In my 
mind I visualised what a successful takeoff would look 
like. Silently, I went through everything Jayden told me 
again: Keep my arms loose; feel the glider rise above me; 
off the As and onto the brakes; break the surge; check 
my wing tips are even and if necessary correct, all while 
hurtling head first down a 30 degree slope on an active 
volcano with a 500m drop below!
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Flying from the volcanic rim towards Lake Batur

Walking the rim of the crater to find the best place to launch

Photos: Andrew Polidano

Poliglide Bali Tour 2016
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A puff of wind started to roll up the slope. 
This was it. The wing came up and I ran. Before 
I knew it, I was up… and up. Straight in cloud. 
Clearly the thermals had begun. Jayden’s calm 
voice was immediately on the radio giving me 
direction. Once I popped out of the cloud, the 
view was magnificent. As I soared above the 
launch, I could see into the crater and in the 
distance was the lake and Kintamani rim while 
to the east Mt Agung rose above everything.

Already my flight was longer than Kynan’s. 
The morning sun was heating up the black 
rocks, but I was not here to set any cross
country records. It was a simple sleddie we 

were aiming for, so I started my landing approach. As I 
came in low I could feel the heat on the road bubble up. 
I overshot the LZ and Andrew was straight on the radio, 
‘ just follow the road’. I kept on getting lift and then 
the road went around a corner, out of sight of Andrew. 
Walkers coming down the mountain were on the road, 
then tall trees appeared on either side – this was not 
going to work. I Iooked for a gap in the trees and turned 
to the south east, off the road and out into the valley. 
Immediately, I got more lift and began searching for new 
landing options. 

In the distance, I noticed three square fields and 
a dry shallow gully with a path in the centre heading 
straight into wind. Perfect. I landed safely and radioed 
back to the others. By this stage I was 1.5km from 
Andrew, Fiona and Kynan. With the thermals really 
starting to kick off there was no way Amanda and 
Jayden could easily land at the original landing paddock. 
Amanda had less hours than I, that meant I would need 
to talk her in, not something I had expected, but it 
was this kind of camaraderie and mutual support that 
further enriched the trip. 

By the time Jayden had taken off, I had found an even 
better landing option in the fields. The crops had been 
harvested, leaving cobbler pegs and a nice soft landing 
paddock of rich black volcanic soil. There was a stressful 
moment when a helicopter pilot made two passes close 
to Jayden that had him looking at his wing then down at 
his reserve hoping the pilot would see him and back off. 

Finally we were all down safely. An ecstatic cry went 
over the radio, “WE JUMPED OFF A VOLCANO!” Then it 
was an easy 15minute walk or a five minute motorcycle 
ride back to the car. 

As I walked back with Jayden, my body tingled with 
joy. Only one day earlier I had been blown over the back 
at Candidasa. I couldn’t reach my speedbar in time, hit 
rotor and crashed into a cactus and rusty barbed wire 
fence. Amazingly, I’d walked away with only a few 
scratches and splinters, but I was shaken. Now I had my 
mojo back. I felt as if I had pulled off an amazing inner 
acro sequence, realising a dream and turning fear into 
steely resolve and calm confidence. The low airtime 
pilots amongst us had tentatively climbed the mountain 
as baby birds. Mt Batur pushed us out of the nest 
and transformed us into ‘Team Fire’! Knowing we were 
backed up by the Poliglide team made it all possible. 

I’ve had a lot of crazy adventures in my life, but 
flying off Mt Batur was something completely new. I still 
haven’t entirely landed in my head. 

As we cruised back home, leaking happiness, we all 
looked at Mt Agung, almost twice as high as Batur, and 
Rinjani beyond. Next year…

It’s good to have flying goals, right? 

Balancing along the rim

Sweet anticipation as the dream of flying 
off the volcano began to look achievable

Photos: Andrew Polidano

We were all smiles when we re-grouped at the base of the mountain
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NOW FOR RAST 2.0
RAST 2.0 has non-return 
valves as well as RAST 1.0 
vertical partitioning.
As with RAST 1.0, this 
allows air to flow rapidly 
into the rear section on 
launch. The valves close 

almost completely if the internal pressure in the rear section 
increases due to braking or turbulence. This makes the rear more 
resistant to deformations.
Asymmetric collapses recover faster the more quickly and 
vigorously one pulls. During flight, the wall stabilises canopy 
movements, making it feel more direct, steering more controlled 
and  more stable in turbulence.
An unexpected effect, especially on high performance prototypes 
is that gliders with RAST 2.0 have much better performance 
in turbulence than those without RAST. The more turbulent 

the conditions, 
the greater the 
advantage. RAST 
2.0 prototypes 
generate thrust  
in turbulence, 
while counter-parts 
without RAST 
a tend to brief 
surges and thus 
lose momentum.

RAST version 1.0 without valves (green)

RAST 1.0 IN SERIES GLIDERS
RAST 1.0 is a vertical partition 
system with a permanent outlet 
opening and is already being 
successfully used in the series 
gliders. It is particularly suited 
for paraglider designs with a 
large area and/or where the 
control pressure is relevant. 
RAST 1.0 has performed very 
well in practice in these models:

Mito (LTF A) Twin RS (Tandem LTF A)

Which gliders will have RAST next?
The Swing test team is flying RAST prototypes in the 
high performance class to transfer their refinements to 
the design of RAST 2.0.
RAST prototypes are presently flying in lightweight 
designs and as speedriders. 

Available NOW from Poliglide:
Mito, Twin RS with RAST 1.0

Coming Soon: Apus RS speed flying wing 
in 14, 16, 18, 20, 23, 25, Mirage RS speed riding 
wing and Arcus RS with RAST 2.0

Apus RS 

2017 Poliglide Tours & Clinics
Call us on 1800 PARAGLIDE
or visit www.poliglide.com

Arcus RS 

Mirage 2

23 to 28 July 2017*  
& 1 to 6 August 2017* 
*Travel time not included

Dubbo XC Clinics
6 to 8 April 2017  
& 10 to 12 April 2017 
(Before Manilla  
State of Origin)

RAST version 2.0 with valves (green)

Nexus RS 

“Last week I flew the Apus RS 16 for 
the very first time and I love it. It´s 

really a fun machine and performance 
is amazing for such a small glider.”

Lars Pongs

New Zealand Tour*
Queenstown and Wanaka 
20 February to 2 March 2017 
*P3 rating required Bali Tours
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ut eventually, most pilots, at one time or 
another, underestimate the power of these 
beauties and suddenly find themselves in a 

spot of bother not wanting to be ‘sucked up’. 
It can happen so quickly, it’s not like you can just 

turn and fly away as you’d planned, but fortunately you 
can sometimes, even many times, get away with it. Yet 
it takes just that one time where everything goes pear
shaped, then what?

Unfortunately, no summer season goes by without a 
farmer somewhere reporting a frozen pilot lying lifeless 
in the middle of his field. Eva ‘Miracle in the Storm’ was 
the lucky one who got away and famous for it. Her story 
is told all over the world, because she survived. Eva 
enjoys just having fun when flying now – racing or long 
distance flying no longer interest her.

I myself have flown through cloud from a fogged over 
launch with someone in the landing zone telling us it was 
all clear below. It was deadly silent on launch when three 
of us took off together in nil wind. To my surprise I went 

up. Oops, that wasn’t meant to happen… I couldn’t turn 
because others had also started – we all had no choice 
but to fly blindly straight ahead. You look around to find 
other pilots, but all is white – no indication as to where 
others are. That’s scary enough in itself.

We had no idea how deep this cloud layer was. 
Luckily, after pulling big ears, we were where we’d 
planned to be: under the cloud. Once clear, I headed 
over to the ridge and joined others soaring just below 
cloudbase. Although all went well, something still 
happened which I had not counted on.

In my next experience I was playing on the edges 
of clouds – in and out. These were quite sizeable, but 
not frightening. Then, from one second to the next, I 
was enveloped completely. However, I knew there was 
blue very close by – I headed straight through to the 
other side. Again, another close encounter with no real 
consequences. By now I thought I knew it all, but my 
most recent experience of cloud suck was certainly an 
eye opener. 

On launch, four pilots manage to take one last 
whoosh of air up the face to get off. Around launch there 
wasn’t much lift to be had – all quite broken and weak 
– when finally, one nice thermal lifted towards a cloud 
with a dark base.

We were drifting towards it as we followed its 
thermal path, still weak. I persisted with it, still far away 
from the base, but before I realised it, it had me under its 
control. That was when I planted my foot and gave full 

Flying and playing with clouds can be fun, moving in and out 

on the side using their lift, and the view is spectacular. Most 

pilots get to do this at some time during there collection of 

flying hours.

by Jeanine Glasson [flybgdaustralia.com.au]

gas, hoping to reach blue sky before it sucked me right in. During that transition 
strengthening lift increased. The cloud cover developed further and spread very 
quickly all across the sky, leaving just a few little patches of blue. I still wasn’t 
where I wanted to be, I saw base was only about 50m away, so I used big ears and 
speedbar, but I was still going up. 

As I entered the cloud, I realised that big ears were pretty useless. I had a choice 
to go straight ahead, hoping to get to a blue opening, or spiral down. Spiralling 
down would have been an option had I started way earlier, before whiting out, but 
because I had misjudged the strength, I had believed it not too difficult to reach the 
blue sky only a few metres away… 

I admit that I wasn’t too concerned at this stage because I had observed that 
the clouds were not overdeveloped, they seemed quite flat and not very high – I 
was bound to come out somewhere. So I believed to be in no real danger and let the 
big ears out. I decided on full speedbar straight ahead while still going up. I was 
flying straight towards the little patch of blue I’d seen before entering.

But once you’re in enclosed in the dense grey mass and still going up and a 
minute goes by, fear increases and thoughts of increasing risk come to mind. Cloud 
cover had been developing, so what if the blue patch I’d seen was gone now? If I got 
above, I wouldn’t know where I was and I’d have to reenter to get down. Now any 
enjoyment had disappeared. 

I looked at my instrument and to my surprise and horror I was turning – I 
couldn’t believe it. My instruments must be wrong! With a concentrated effort I 
attempted to get back on course just by using my instruments. It’s really weird 
when there’s no landscape to confirm what your instrument is telling you and I 
didn’t fully believe it was telling me the right thing. I had absolutely no idea where I 
was. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing: Could it really be true? Looking intently at 
the arrow, I decided it must be pointing in the wrong direction. It can’t be right, I’m 
not turning, I’m going straight ahead. All the while still going up. Okay, so I decided 
to follow my compass and corrected my heading. Then I noticed everything was 
collecting moisture and getting wetter and suddenly, there was blue sky again!

All of this took only two or three minutes, but it seemed like an age. I’d gotten 
away with it again. Yet the dangers of cloud flying had rattled me considerably. 
There’s nothing soft and fluffy about being enveloped in cloud.

Happy landings. Always. 

Cloud Suck

Photo: Jeanine Glasson

B
Photo: Bruce Goldsmith

Photos: Jeanine Glasson
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T
he experience turned out to be sensational, 
with mindblowing scenery to fly amongst 
at seven sites in three different countries – 

Austria, Germany and Italy – with a great group of fellow 
pilots plus our tour guides led by Roger Stanford.

It all began by flying into Munich where we hired a 
car. Once clear of the city, we did some low level flying 
down the famous German autobahns. It wasn’t long until 
we crossed the border into Austria and headed further 
south via Innsbruck. We arrived in the centrally located 
lovely little town of Neustift in the Stubai Valley – home 
of the Stubai Cup.

Majestic mountains on either side of the valley made 
driving on the right hand side of the road in a left hand 
drive car even more challenging. Mandy frequently told 
me to keep my eyes on the road as I admired the scenery 
and imagined flying in this amazing environment.

Upon our arrival at our accommodation, our base 
for the next 10 days, we were warmly welcomed by our 
hosts, Fran, who is a champion trail runner and Howie, 
a very experienced local paraglider pilot whose local 
knowledge was invaluable. It was a classic Austrian 
style home positioned on the slopes of their own low 
and high alpine launch with all rooms having their own 
private balcony looking out to the Elfer mountain. From 
our balcony we had an armchair view of takeoff through 
to landing and watched the local pilots pull some acro 
moves as we settled in for a fantastic start to the tour.

On the first day our group of 10 pilots enjoyed a great 
cooked breakfast and our lunches were packed before 
being briefed about the day at hand and the 10 days 
ahead. Following this, we bundled into two mini vans and 
went off for the fiveminute drive to the Elfer gondola 
which took us directly up to launch at 1794m ASL. 

Riding in this first of many gondola trips was an 
interesting one, I felt a combination of excitement 
and nervousness, made worse by the fact that I had 
to decide to fly soon due to a rain squall further up 
the valley towards the Stubai glacier. It was either 
unpack and go, go, go or catch the gondola back down. 
Fortunately, the gentle valley winds kept the squall at 
bay so we had two options: Take a further hike and fly up 
to Elferhütte at 2080m, which we did a few days later, or 
take off from the top of the gondola station itself with 
other local pilots. We all opted for the latter and our 
group set up for our first launch of the trip – with good 
old forward launches in nil wind. This was a typical high 
alpine launch with nice gentle slopes, making bringing 
the wing up overhead a breeze.

Once airborne and settled in the harness, I headed 
to the house thermal and played around a bit. Initially, 

I experienced sensory overload, but this was soon 
replaced by awe at what this amazing sport had just 
allowed me to do. This wasn’t the last time I felt this. I 
then sat back comfortably and enjoyed the views while 
noting also an adjoining commanding valley directly to 
my right – whilst still actively flying, of course!

There were plenty of bombout zones throughout 
the valley, however, the designated LZ was at the base 
of the gondola in a field you couldn’t miss, next to the 
local paragliding school. This site made for fantastic 
viewing by our nonflying partners who could watch 
the whole flight from the comfort of their balcony if 
they stayed back at the accommodation. Mandy also 
enjoyed an exhilarating tandem flight with our other 
tour guide, Justin, who shared with her some impressive 
acro moves on a tandem wing – a ‘nose down spiral’ she 
proudly recalled. 

Another day and another site, this time it involved a 
20 minute drive taking us effectively directly above our 
accommodation to a superb private high alpine launch 
site. As we climbed through the clouds in our vans, out 
of nowhere appeared Starkenburger Hütte, sitting at 
2226m, and which had a cafe serving delicious preflight 
hot chocolates whilst we waited for the clouds to clear. It 
wasn’t long until they did, revealing an impressive snow/
glacier capped mountain range directly opposite us. It 
wasn’t long until in quick succession, like birds from a 
nest, we all headed out into the valley to soak in more 
amazing views, this time from the opposite side. 

Within ridge soaring distance to the north, you 
arrived at yet another magnificent flying site in the 
same valley, at the Schlick 2000 gondola station. After 
ascending this gondola, we arrived at a takeoff height 
of 2136m and again, once airborne and thermalling up 
from its house thermal, we were again presented with 
an amazing craggy amphitheatre of mountains to fly 
in front of.

About an hour’s drive from our accommodation, our 
playground also included the region of Zillertal and the 
town of Mayrhofen. Here we caught two gondolas to 
reach launches at 1985m atop of Penken. The first take
off site was a slightly tricky forward launch and you had 
to be committed – there wasn’t far to run before the 
ground under your feet disappeared. Again, after safely 
clearing the main spectacular gondola, I headed over the 
town and to the other side of the valley to try and get lift 
from a known trigger, but it wasn’t my day and instead 
I enjoyed some scratching around for about 30 minutes 
before landing at the local school, and straight in for a 
drink to enjoy on the retrieve bus back home.

To add variety to our paragliding experience when 
the weather was appropriate, we headed out of the 
Stubai valley and drove a little further afield, crossing 
the border into Italy near the town of Brüneck to visit a 
spectacular site called Kronplatz on the northern border 
of the impressive Dolomites. After a bit of good old 
parawaiting, we again all took off from an impressive 
altitude of 2275m ASL and enjoyed the amazing scenery 
before landing adjacent to the gondola base station before 

finishing the day at a local Italian restaurant, enjoying 
meals of pasta, pizza and vino to top the day off.

Another adventure took us into Germany, to the 
town of GarmischPartenkirchen where Eddie ‘the Eagle’ 

The Hills Are Alive...
After counting down from 250 sleeps my wife 

Mandy and I headed off on our (well, mine 

anyway) dream holiday – a 10-day European 

paragliding tour run by Skyout Paragliding.

by Philip Wheen

Guy launches from Penken, Austria

All photos: Mandy Wheen
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Phil at Kronplatz, Italy Phil and Sundra

Alpspitze, Germany

Parawaiting Kronplatz, Italy
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bus, sharing interesting stories, the many gondola trips 
which took us to launch sites, many of which were 
well above heights I had flown at and, of course, the 
mountain scenery. For me, thermalling high above the 
top of the gondola at Alpspitze to reach its summit was 
one of the highlights of my trip and just confirmed what 
an amazing activity we enjoy.

For Mandy, one highlight wasn’t seeing me every day, 
but instead visiting the Sound of Music tour in nearby 
Salzburg. Not to mention the tandem flight she had with 
Roger at Buchenberg in Germany, just down the ridge 
from the famous Neuschwanstein Castle at Tegelberg, as 
well as the flight with Justin mentioned earlier.

All in all, I can highly recommend a European flying 
holiday to not only develop your piloting skills, but to 
etch some amazing memories of scenery and time spent 
with lovely people, both locals and the tour group. Thank 

you to Roger and his crew from SkyOut Paragliding for 
the marvelous experience – something I will cherish 
forever and which ticked off another bucket list item.

Mandy and I continued on for a driving holiday down 
into Switzerland where I met up with Guy and Kris and 
had an absolutely spectacular flight from the mountain 

village of Mürren, at 
1650m and unreachable 
by road, situated at the 
foot of Schilthorn, aka Pis 
Gloria thanks to James 
Bond. Here we were told 
we had to land by 2pm 
because that was when 
the base jumpers and 
wing suit flyers take off!

At the end of the 
European leg of our 
holiday, my wife and I 
headed off to her home 
country, England, largely 
arranged to avoid AIDS 
‘Aviation Induced Divorce 
Syndrome’. 

trained for the ski jumping in the 1988 Winter Olympics. 
The recently released movie was hilarious watching on 
the plane just before we arrived into Munich. If you have 
seen the movie let me say, wow, even sitting on top of 
the 14m jump made me nervous. 

The Garmisch region is also a special place for 
Mandy and I since we visited it 12 years ago during 
our honeymoon (or is it 13? Only joking). Back then 
we caught a cogwheel train and cable car to the top of 
Zugspitze, the highest mountain in Germany. This time 
we all headed for its sister peak, directly adjacent, the 
Alpspitze. After catching one gondola, we did another 
hike and fly to 2000m, pretty much directly beneath 
the impressive, almost vertical cliff face of Alpspitze 
itself, but only because the second gondola was being 
repaired. Here we all flew off after a site briefing which 

included something I have never heard before, “Watch 
out for the gondola on the left!”

I was fortunate enough to stop by this site again at 
the end of the tour before returning our car to Munich. 
This time I caught both gondolas up to the saddle at the 
base of Alpspitze itself. Roger, Ken, Guy and Kris were 
also with me and we were all treated to some marvelous 
thermalling conditions.

Despite flying well away from the shear rock faces, 
their enormity made you feel as if you could reach out 
and touch them – I felt it would be best to thermal 
with 180s instead of 360s to avoid an up close and 
personal with these mountains. Fortunately this wasn’t 
necessary. 

There were many highlights on the trip, not limited 
to the time spent with the group on and off the retrieve 

Left to right: Jenny, Justin, Yessica, Vince, Ken, Angela, Mark, 
Sundra, Mandy, Phil, Arthur, Kris, Julian, Guy, Peter, Anthony and 
Howie (Gavin is missing) Photo: Roger Stanford

From Starkenburger Hütte

Photos: Mandy Wheen

Arthur showing the group how it is done at Penken

Above: Alpspitze and Zugspitze, Germany,  
below: Mandy’s tandem from Elfer, Austria

Stubai valley overlooking Elfer launch

Photo: Julian Belmonte

Roger at Alpspitze

Ken launches from Elfer

Schlick in Austria
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Photo: Ken Kerr

Kris, Ken, Phil, Guy, Sundra and Anthony from Elfer 

Photos: Mandy Wheen
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The marquee on launch not only provides shade for 
pilots and spectators, but also acts as a storage space 
for the many paramotors and wings, allowing pilots to 
leave all of their gear on the launch site and under cover 
for the length of the flyin. Not having to cart your gear 
back and forth to the flying field is a great benefit. 

The campsite is less than five minutes drive from 
launch and allows for caravan parking as well as tent 
sites. All of the facilities you need are there: shower 
blocks, hall kitchen, free BBQ, a campfire every night and a community hall for suppliers to showcase their latest gear 
(although recently suppliers have also erected their own display marquees right on launch.

This year, two of our Australian PPG suppliers – Skymec and High Adventure – displayed and sold gear from 
Nirvana, Apco, Sun, Polini, Niviuk and Helix, just to name few. Many pilots also took the opportunity to stock up on 
spare parts from the numerous items for sale.

The weather forecast for the event seemed to be contrary every day, but in summary, I attended for five days 
and flew every day. Other pilots were there for up to seven days and had also flown every day – so there was no 
shortage of flying.

Short crosscountry flights of around 50km are an easy trip for new pilots whilst the more adventurous can do 
great crosscountry triangles of three or more hours flight time.

So, what else did happen there? Flying, and lots of it… of every type. Short flights around the local paddocks, 
crosscountry flights, high flights, low flights, throw your wing around the sky or smooth, straight and level and 
enjoy the view flights, drag your feet through the soft grass or simply float 
around the trees at 20ft flights – your choice.

This year we had Hoffy’s thrust bench out on launch again and Jono 
volunteered to run a program with the variety of motors at hand and publish the 
results. Surprisingly, despite the multitude of high power, CNC machined, carbon 
fibre, aerodynamic products in array, the units that came 1st and 2nd in the 
basic powertoweight results were the good old TOP80 in a Discovery D2 frame. 

The variety of paramotors and wheel bases always seems to be endless. 
From the simple TOP80 in the D2 alloy frame to the Green Eagle and Discovery 
quad wheelbases with their powerful, yet extremely quiet, fourstrokes and 
powered parachutes like the Aerochutes, there seemed to be one of everything. 
High Adventure Paragliding’s Chief Flying Instructor, Dave Wainwright (recent 
winner of the USA Icarus Trophy – the toughest PPG race on the planet), seemed 
to have every Nirvana paramotor model there is alongside the very attractive 
Nirvana carbon fibre trikes. Scotty from Skymec was not to be outdone with 
Polini, TOP80, Radne, HPR, Compact Radial Engines to entice the pilots with the 
smell of exhaust fumes.

These days there is also a bounty of wings to choose from and all pilots 
are catered for with wings of all styles to suit the acro through to the cruisers. 
Brands you could try out over the event included Niviuk, Apco, Sun and Air 
Design, with many pilots trying out the latest demo models to see what 
improvements have been made in the last 12 months.

The fully catered Saturday night dinner in the Milbrulong community hall is 
always a highlight with not only a great meal provided by the local ladies of the 
Red Cross, but also an opportunity to recognise the achievements of those new 
to and old in the sport. 

The national PICO Club currently has a membership of over 200, the largest 
PPG/PHG club in Australia, and currently has four annual flyins with the PICO 
Milbrulong National FlyIn being the premier event on the yearly calendar. Mark 
September 2017 in your calendar for next year and come along to the Australian 
National PPG FlyIn PICO Milbrulong. Bring the kids and family, everyone is 
welcome. You won’t be disappointed. 

Whilst the Pico Milbrulong flyin started 19 years ago in a paddock with just two pilots, it has gone on to 
be the premier PPG event and is iconic to all ‘powered’ HGFA pilots in Australia. As an ‘open to all’ event, 
no invitation is needed and it simply gets better each year with plenty of new pilots joining those who’ve 

made it a yearly pilgrimage for many years now.
A few days before the opening, the organisers and helpers start to arrive to prepare for the pilots’ arrivals – many 

drive up to 15 hours and some even fly in from overseas to attend.
The launch site itself is a ‘grassy knoll’ with downhill takeoffs in pretty much all directions. The site has been 

kindly donated by the landowner for all year PPG use (our thanks to Jeff and Larraine Hoffman), it still gets a fine 
mow by our annual ‘launch lawnkeeper’, Rick, who takes up to seven hours to prepare the launch and landing areas 
to a smooth green finish.

Whilst this is being done, the large marquee right at the top of launch is delivered and erected, portable toilets are 
located, windsocks installed and the cooking facilities set up to provide those early morning hot breakfasts as soon 
as you land. A special thanks is given here for the funding provided by the NSWHPA State Association, especially since 
funding of PPG flyins in Australia is still rare. PPG is one of the fastest growing section of our sport and organised 
activities, mainly flyins, can benefit from membership levy support.

We’ve come to expect the sight of deep green paddocks of 

wheat and lucerne checker-boarded with the vibrant yellow 

fields of canola each year as the biggest gathering of PPG 

pilots in Australia come together to spend four days flying our 

brains out, talking about flying, looking at the latest gear and 

tinkering with flying machines of all sorts.

by Andrew Shipley, President, The PICO Club

19th Australian National PICO Fly-In:  
The Milbrulong Aussie PPG Pilgrimage

Loved it! Photo: Jos Weemaes

Photos: Hannah Asplin
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Photos: Hannah Asplin

Saturday night dinner Awards Photos: Jos Weemaes
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The Catch 22: Increase Airtime 
For Experience – Increase 
Experience For Airtime
I was licensed and ready to swiftly take to the skies 
to not lose any newly learned skills. My wing quickly 
became well acquainted with sand in the first two 
weeks. With conditions too light for soaring along the 
South Australian coast, I gained only ground handling 
hours at the base of SA PG sites. 

Just before leaving, I was lucky to have a tiny taste 
of airtime at Tunkallilla, the perfect beginner site with 
a rolling grassy takeoff and an open paddock at the 
base. The wind was light and slightly cross, restricting 
the lift zone to only one pilot, but it was shared well 
amongst the keen pilots and the smooth air allowed for 
fun scratching and easy landings. 

Then began an extended road trip back to Brisbane 
with the wing packed alongside the other numerous 
adventure toys. Despite stopping at many sites across 
Victoria and Tasmania, the conditions were never ideal 
for novices. 

The paragliding stars aligned near Bells Beach, 
Victoria, with the wind gradually increasing, allowing 
for a couple of sled runs from Southside launch to the 
beach to shake off the nerves and feel my way back into 
flight, before my first decent, unassisted soaring flight. 
Sharing the air with just a handful of pilots, we soared 
along the cliffs, with the surfers dancing in the waves 
below. For the first time I didn’t spend the entire flight 
cursing and began to enjoy the scenery. 

As more pilots joined, the ridge became increasingly 
crowded and being knocked around by wake turbulence 
increased my stress and shakes before I decided to land. 
While I was anxious about landing, it was satisfying to 
land when I decided to, and with ample beach and no 
obstacles, I had an easy landing, as well as the shakes. 

I was lured north through the Victorian Highlands to 
increase airtime and inland experience around Bright. 
My first inland flight, a stable afternoon at Mystic, 
was dominated by sink for the first few minutes, with 
the dense pine tree tops approaching at discouraging 
speeds. My only radio communication, courageously 
taking my hands off the brakes, was, “Am I going to 
clear these trees?” Luckily a couple of thermal bubbles 
allowed for a straight glide to the landing field, and 
with no height loss required, I was questioning whether 
I would have cleared the forest without the thermals. 

A local comp on a Corryong enticed me there, keen 
to share in the paragliding atmosphere and lifts up to 
launch. Mt Elliot was less stressful with a closer landing 
field, but with enough obstacles to keep me very much 
alert. The flights were bumpy, but with more confidence 
in the wing, I began to enjoy the thermal chase. Avoiding 
the roughest part of the days meant little lift, and 
although managing to work small thermals, it resulted in 
only a few short flights – apart from my last flight with 
very easy lift, a little too easy, and clouds developing 
above launch. Nervous about the ominous cloud growth 
and daunted by cloud suck stories, I headed for landing, 
still ascending the entire way, heightening my fear of the 
inability to land. I soon encountered sink and ensured 
I remained in it for a speedy landing, relieved to be 
grounded as the clouds turned dark and stormy.

Then followed the long drive up to Manilla for the 
State of Origin, with detours though paragliding sites in 
Canberra, Blue Mountains and along the NSW coastline, 
but only achieving a few short sled runs due to windy 
and gusty conditions, only favouring advanced pilots. 

State of Origin was an excellent opportunity to 
be introduced to the crosscountry scene, with the 
handicap point system promoting the mentoring of 
novice pilots by more advanced pilots. We formed a 
Queensland team with Shane and Allen Tighe as our aces, 
and I, Brendan Fraser and Mick Parlato as the novices – all 
with very little thermalling experience. 

It was a fantastic experience to be immersed in the 
paragliding scene, filled with support, encouragement, 
tips and tricks. The team were a fantastic help during 
all the flights, and although most of my flights ended 
in the west bombout, the one flight to Godfrey’s was 
certainly exciting, and lucky for the team, I was then 
available to retrieve, with Mick achieving a new 48km 
PB, a fantastic effort for his low airtime, as well as the 
Tighes 100km plus pub flights. Overall we came second 
in the competition, a very exciting moment for all of us. 

I arrived back on the Sunshine Coast, licensed now for 
five months, with significantly less hours than I desired, 

accumulating numerous parawaiting hours watching 
advanced pilots fly and still filled with apprehension 
and anxiety, but this was a challenge I was determined 
to conquer. I loved tandems, the stressfree trust in 
the pilot and the ability to enjoy paragliding without 
pressure or fear, but overcoming the nerves could only 
come through increasing airtime and confidence. 

That confidence greatly increased over the next few 
weeks, with many hours of flying and ground handling 

I felt no love at first flight, or any flight, for a long 
time. I feared every stage: Apprehension gripped 
me on launch, inflight nerves shook me with 

every bump, wake turbulence left me cursing and dread 
and anxiety filled me on every landing approach. Once 
my feet were firmly on solid ground, even after an easy 
flight, my legs were left trembling, filled with relief and 
only the slightest glimmer of satisfaction. Nevertheless, 
I was determined to overcome it all, knowing the thrill 
and excitement would come once the negative emotions 
subsided, but that would only come with experience.

Licence To Thrill
Two years ago I hadn’t heard of paragliding, but I was, 
and still am, very fortunate to know Allen and Shane 
Tighe, who not only introduced me to the art of flight, but 
provide continual inspiration, motivation and education. 

Early on I was introduced to the extremes of 
paragliding through tandems – from relaxing, beautiful 
coastal soaring, to thrilling yet petrifying acro, with 
stalls, SATs, helicos and spirals, while a 61km tandem 
gave me a taste for the crosscountry challenge, despite 
the extreme motion sickness for 55 of those kilometres 
and spiralling down to land after I had passed out – and 
yet, I still wanted to learn to fly. 

Living in Adelaide made it challenging to complete 
my licence, I sacrificed annual leave to learn and 
simultaneously holiday on the Sunshine Coast. In 
spring 2014 I started the seemingly impossible task of 
ground handling. It appeared easy and natural to other 
pilots, but my neck quickly ached from precariously 
watching the wing for any deviation off perfect to 
immediately correct it before being dragged into an 
embarrassing, sandy disaster. It proved a challenge, but 
the improvement was motivating and satisfying. 

Then began the inevitable trudge up the Rainbow 
Beach dunes for sled runs, dragged down and backwards 
by the wing with its accidental inflations. The first 
flight was incredible – incredibly I didn’t need a change 
of pants, consumed by nerves for the entire flight, with 
my unwarranted fear of flying over the edge into surf.
Yet I continued to drag myself back up the hill each time, 
gaining a little more confidence with each takeoff and 
landing, but still ending in uncontrollable shakes. 

Unfortunately, a massive low system settled 
in, keeping winds well above 15kt and halting my 
progression. It was back to Adelaide, filled with theory, 
excitement and a mild fear of flight, but having reached 
no further than a couple of metres off the ground. 

By my next available leave at Christmas, I was straight 
back to square one with ground handling, but flyable 
conditions enabled short soaring flights at Rainbow Beach. 
I was glad to gain sufficient lift well before the dune drops 
down to the beach, littered with rusting cars and beating 
surf – reminders of impending doom should I failed to 
gain height – fears completely unsupported by easy lift, 
smooth flights and landings. A tiny glimmer of confidence 
formed amongst my swirling emotions. 

Sadly, unfavourable conditions quickly developed 
once again, shutting down flying across the Sunshine 
Coast for my brief holiday period and my last annual 
leave for the following year. 

After a couple of sporadic weekends at Point 
Cartwright and Teewah Beach and some instructional 
and incredible flights on a prebooked Spain holiday, 
I was finally signed off in October 2015, almost one 
year since beginning my licence, and just in time to lose  
my job in Adelaide, become a parabum and travel back 
to Brisbane. 

The Art of Fright  
A Rookie’s Road to Confidence

Others describe their first moment of flying – the exhilaration, 

the excitement, the enjoyment – I experienced none of these. 

by Molly McEwin
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Soaring at Teewah, QLD

Photo: Shane TigheNorth End, Sunshine Beach, QLD

Photo: Tex Bec

My first flight, Rainbow Beach, QLD

Photo: Shane Tighe

Rainbow Beach, QLD

Photo: Molly McEwin

Soutside Bells Beach, VIC

Photo: Shane Tighe
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at Rainbow Beach and local Sunshine Coast sites, across 
many different and challenging wind conditions and 
launches, all with the endless support of Allen and 
Shane and an icecream based reward system between 
us for my launches and landings and their distance 
PBs. Many conditions I would not have flown in, but 
with their assistance, support and encouragement, 
they helped develop my skills, increased my confidence, 
and although nervous on the more challenging sites, I 
became comfortable on the more frequented sites and 
started looking forward to flying. 

A trekking holiday in Nepal meant a paragliding 
hiatus, but I was surprised to hike into Pokhara mid
monsoon season to a constant stream of tandems flying 
down from Sarangot. An unsuccessful search for gear 
hire in town prompted a long walk to the landing zone 
to hopefully chat to some pilots. Within two hours I was 
drinking Nepalese tea at one of the local instructor’s 
home, with an ENA wing organised, along with harness, 
radio, transport up the mountain and many new friends. 

Despite persistent monsoonal rains, a small window 
of opportunity allowed for two light thermic flights 
from Sarangot. A new site, new wing, yet no anxiety on 
launch – just surprising confidence with the consistent 
breeze on the nice grassy slope. The flight was absolute 
magic with easy light thermals and plenty of height. The 
small grassy landing zone was surrounded by Fewa Lake 
and flooded marshland, and flying a new wing with an 
entirely different glide ratio, I was uncertain about the 
landing, but radio assistance from the ground ensured 

I kept my feet and wing dry, unlike many others I saw 
during my time there. Although there were still some 
nerves, the confidence on launch, during flight and 
landing surprised me and the incredible views across 
Pokhara and Lake Fewa have left me craving to return to 
Pokhara during flying season.

Obsession With Progression
Since being licensed, I had covered 15 sites, 52 landings, 
on six different wings, and ground handled many more 
across many hours, but still with only nine hours of 
airtime. The nerves eased to where I was comfortable 
at easy sites with good conditions, and after gaining 
more airtime back at the Sunshine Coast, I wanted more. 
My biggest motivation was progression and a sense 
of achievement, and at the recommendation of Shane 
Gingell and fellow pilots, I purchased an Ikuma, Niviuk’s 
high end ENB, speed shipped to arrive the day before a 
month long trip to Bali. 

I opened the crunchy vacbag at Timbis, Bali, luckily to 
light wind conditions for an easy take off and effortless 
soaring over the beaches and coral reefs. The wing was 
much more efficient and very responsive, but I could 
clearly feel the stability, with prompt correction of pitch 
oscillations (both wake turbulence and selfinduced), 
a speedy descent rate on big ears with immediate 
reinflation, and roll stability in 360s. The hardest 
challenge was top landing, having never previously 
attempted it and with very little knowledge of the 
glider’s stall point. I quickly learnt figure 8 height loss 

manoeuvres were useless and became very comfortable 
with pulling big ears, something that had previous 
shaken me, but after about half an hour of eight failed 
attempts of overshooting the landing, the friendly pilots 
on launch assisted me with brake pressure and avoiding 
stall point. It was nervewracking to brake much deeper 
than I felt comfortable, especially on a new glider, but 
with guidance, I managed an easy top landing, which I 
continued to practice and finally master in light wind. 

While I had increased confidence on the wing, I 
was still shaken the following days, launching in much 
higher wind and consistantly getting boosted. Top 
landing became even more challenging in high wind, but 
after a few radio assisted landings, improved technique 
allowed for easier landings until I was very comfortable 
launching and landing. 

I was now craving improvement in flight and with 
crosswind limiting the lift zone, and dense traffic from 
the paragliding courses, Timbis became a much smaller, 
crowded site, so we chased more height at Candidasa. 
Disappointingly, the tales of consistency were deceptive, 
with only three out of 10 days flyable, although we made 
the most out of it. I was keen to practice manoeuvres 
and increase confidence, so began learning spirals. 

After gaining height over the water, it was straight 
into weightshift and brake, with radios calls consisting 
entirely of, “more brake, more brake, that’s just 
thermalling, more brake,” until eventually, but very 
rapidly, the Gs increased and I slowly released the 
brakes to exit. Naturally my ‘slowly’ was significantly 
faster than required to ease out of the spiral, but with 
only a small surge and a lot of adrenaline, I was ready 
for the second attempt. This time, comforted with radio 
assistance for brake release speed, the glider flattened 
out with ease to a perfect exit. My legs were shaking, 
but it was surprisingly exhilarating, so after gaining 

more height I was back over the water for another 
attempt. I entered the spiral with confidence, pulling 
slightly more G force than previously, and slowly raised 
the brakes a little to exit, but the Gs only increased, 
and after waiting a seeming eternity, I released a little 
more, with no relief, before going entirely hands up, 
still trapped in the spiral. What seemed like an eternity 
was no more than mere seconds, but thoughts raced 
through my head, “am I locked in a death spiral; do I 
need to pull reserve; that’ll be embarrassing; no, the 
glider should recover itself; was my radio dead; was I 
dead…” Very quickly the Gs eased. It was a huge relief 
to be out of the spiral and I quickly braked the oncoming 
surge, took a collapse, which quickly recovered itself, 
and flew straight back to the hill, a little shaken but 
happy I had defied death. My confidence in the wing was 
greatly improved by its fast recoveries with very little 
pilot input. My cheerleading Tighe squad later described 
the mediocre five seconds: completing only two full 
turns (I swear it was 20), rapid exit with brake release 
timed with the glider nosing down causing a very minor 
delayed opening of the spiral, and only a tiny wing tip 
tuck – nothing to them, but death defying to me. 

Although the flat radio halted my progress for the 
day, I was very happy and confident in the wing’recovery 
and my immediate reactions for braking the surge, the 
goal now was to get used to the G forces and slow the 
exit without stressing. 

A ‘Tuff’ Hike And Fly
Since booking flights to Bali, Allen, Shane and I were 
eager to fly off Bali’s highest peak, the active volcano 

of Mt Agung at 3031m. A couple of days before our 
planned date, we discovered High Adventure had also 
just completed the epic journey, giving me confidence 
that it was achievable for novice pilots. The glide to 
Godfrey’s was the closest I’d had to solo XC experience, 
so I was nervous about reading wind conditions and 
choosing a landing field, but was comfortable knowing 
I would be last to land, with a more efficient glider 
(compared to the acro and freestyle gliders Allen and 
Shane were flying) and could follow and land with them. 

We researched the hiking routes extensively and 
monitored the weather forecasts, deciding on a day with 
very light winds above 2500m, a light NW breeze lower 
down for an easy tailwind glide to Candidasa. We were 
joined by two other pilots from our hotel, also keen on 
the adventure, who ended up hijacking our trekking 
plans and organising guides to our dismay, but the 
shorter trekking path, leaving from Pura Pasar (Pasar 
Temple), made the hike significantly easier than our 
planned eight hour trek. 

Our bags were packed with wings, snacks and 
jumpers, leaving Candidasa at 11pm to arrive at Pura 
Pasa for our 1am departure. The path led through the 
dense forests, opening up on the rocky outcrop of Mt 
Agung, with the full moon lighting up our ascent ahead. 
While fairly steep, it was a surprisingly easier than 
expected hike up the volcanic terrain, and even with 
our paragliding gear strapped tightly to our backs, we 
outstripped the guides, having to stop and rest with 
them numerous times. Turning off the main path to 
reach the more ideal northern side, the hike became 
steeper, craggy and much colder with ascent. 
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Secret Beach, Timbis, Bali

Photos: Molly McEwin

Taking off at Lake George, ACT

Photo: Shane Tighe

Our ASA team after placing 
2nd in the State of Origin

View from 10,000ft over Bali

Photo: Shane Tighe

Soaring at Sarangot, Pokhara, Nepal Photo: Molly McEwin

Team Tighe launch assistance in Bali Photo: Shane Tighe Searching for a launch site, Mt Agung, Bali Photo: Molly McEwin

Big Ears over Candidasa, Bali Photo: Shane Tighe Candidasa, Bali Photo: Molly McEwin
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As the sky began to fade into deep purples, we 
increased our pace to reach the summit of Mt Agung as 
the sun began to kiss the horizon. The sky was perfectly 
clear, punctuated with only fluffy clouds to the east, 
and a nice, but very chilly eight knot northerly breeze 
blowing up the face of the volcano. After appraising a 
number of launch options, a steep slope covered in loose 
volcanic scree was the most viable, although challenging 
to even walk down, let alone ground handle. 

I was extremely anxious even before getting in the 
harness, shaking all over as I slid down the slope, but 
with perfect conditions and launch assistance, it was 
incredible to take flight. Soaring along the volcanic 
ridge and crater was breathtaking, with Shane and 
Allen inflating their wings and joining me, waving to the 
hikers atop the summit. The views were incredible above 
10,000ft, the highest altitude I’ve flown, looking across 
the sea to Lombok, down to Mt Batur caldera, and into 
the depths of the Mt Agung crater. As the wind increased 
at the lower levels, we went on glide with the aim of 
landing out the front of our Candidasa hotel. 

The first 15 minutes of flight were an incredible 
glide over the clouds, before sinking rapidly into a 17kt 
headwind, quickly losing Allen in the acro glider, who 
headed straight for the nearest coast. It didn’t take 
us long to realise Candidasa was well out of reach. We 
aimed for clear rice paddy fields for landing, but as we 
sunk quickly with little distance covered, Shane made 
a dubious landing on a tiny cleared patch on a spur. I 
was very thankful for my gliders added performance, 
with ample height to select a more suitable and novice 
friendly landing. I turned tailwind and headed for the 
eastern coast, with the beach and larger cleared fields 
potential landing options. Thoughts raced through my 
head about choosing a field: wind direction, strength, 
turbulence, powerlines, hidden fences, distance to main 
roads, last minute alternatives – so many things to 
consider. The coast emerged as a steep cliff with very 
little beach, so I selected the longest paddock with the 
smallest trees, close to the main road. The turbulent 
wind had increased, parking out above the field, but I 
descended slowly, managing to avoid the trees and creek 
bed with a clear landing 100m from the road. Relieved 
and satisfied, I realised all my fears were unwarranted 
and enjoyed reliving our incredible 90minute flight on 
the tiring threehour bus ride between bamboo, sprouts 
and rice bags back to Candidasa. 

Confidence Realisation
Although I felt a little more confident in Bali, it wasn’t 
until I arrived back in Brisbane and eagerly headed 
straight to Rainbow Beach, that I realised I have finally 
reached my enjoyment point. Playing in the dunes, foot 
dragging, practising wingovers and enjoying flight. 

After two years and 30 hours airtime since starting 
my licence, I can finally say paragliding is now enjoyable 
and exhilarating and with lots of motivation for further 
progression, I look forward to flying and improving. 
None of this was achievable without the continuous and 
persistent help and support from Allen and Shane Tighe, 
as well as Shane Gingell from SEQ Paragliding for endless 
advice and assistance, as well as the many friendly and 
helpful pilots I have met across Australia, Spain, Nepal 
and Bali. 
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Soaring Mt Agung crater, Bali

Photos: Shane Tighe



Great Ocean Road, Victoria

Photo: Molly McEwin
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New Products
Flytec And Naviter Products
World leader in flight instruments for the past 30 years, 
Flytec of Switzerland, and Naviter, maker of the excellent 
Oudie model series, have merged their businesses. 

Manilla Paragliding continues as national importer 
and distributor of Flytec and will now add the Naviter 
Oudie instruments to the line up.

The Oudie series with a touch screen, full colour LCD 
was initially made for sailplane pilots and 

incorporated the well known SeeYou 
flight analysis software. 

The new Oudie4 model 
was developed especially 

for PG/HG pilots, is easy 
to use and comes with 
preinstalled SeeYou Mobile 

flight software, vector 
maps and terrain for 

the whole world, plus 
airspace files. The LCD is 

bright and daylight readable. It offers full functionality 
for XC, Competition, OLC and FAI record flying.

The Oudie4’s internal 9600mah battery lasts over 
12 hours, instrument weight is 345g. RRP is $880 for 
the basic version.

Flytec has just released the new entry level Element 
Speed vario to replace the highly successful 6000 series. 
The new Element Speed has all the usual vario functions 
but now also includes a GPS with basic functions of 
ground speed, heading, glide angle, distance and bearing 
from launch, wind speed and direction. It also features 

the excellent thermal pointer as 
found on the Element Track.

A simplified button and menu 
system makes the Element Speed 
even easier to use on the ground 
and in flight. Battery life is over 35 
hours on two AAs and the weight 

is down to 138g. See [www.flytec.
ch] for more.

For more about Naviter and Flytec products contact 
the importer: Manilla Paragliding, ph: 02 67856545 or 
<godfrey@flymanilla.com>. 

Godfrey Wenness, Manilla Paragliding

Flugsau Products
Flugsau’s Variis carabiner mount is 
ideal for pilots looking for a better 
option to mount instruments or to 
allow XC hounds to free up some 
of their cockpits. With the 
Variis holder, varios, cameras, 
phones, tablet, etc, can be 
mounted stable and flexible 
directly to the carabiner. The 
mount is designed for carabiners, but 
can also be mounted to a strap/belt using 
either Velcro or screws. The position of the device can be 
easily adjusted during flight. Cost is $120 plus shipping.

N
ew

s Flugsau’s universal fitting leg cover adds to your 
‘sitting harness’ the warmth and protection a 

pod harness does, without the added risks 
associated with flying a reclined 

pod. The front cover doesn’t 
require any modification to 
your harness, simply clip it 
onto your carabiners and 
around the side straps and 
you’re ready to fly.

Flugsau is a leading, 
innovative paragliding accessory company. All items are 
designed and maunfactured in their factory in Grafenort, 
Switzerland.

Roger Stanford, Sky Out Paragliding – 0424 307 047

Vita2 XXS – The Smallest Entry B In The Sky!
Pilots with a very low takeoff weight will find their next 
glider with AirDesign’s new Vita2 XXS (5065kg) and XS 
(6075kg). Both sizes have been very well received with 
our flagship ENA Eazy glider, and it was a logical step to 
continue to support this sizing platform for those taking 
the next step up into the entry B category.

The Vita2 XXS offers a projected area of 16,2m², 
ensuring an appropriate wing loading for lighter pilots, and 
is currently the smallest certified lowend B glider in the sky.

In comparison to others within the current market 
segment, the Vita2 XXS showcases a 2m² smaller 
projected area. This not only demonstrates competitive 
performance in stronger wind situations, but ensures 
the glider feels more solid, stable and offers better 
handling and reaction responsiveness to pilot input. This 
wing loading ensures that the Vita2 also offers greater 
passive safety, exhibited by more collapse resistant 
behaviour than comparable wings for lighter weight 
pilots. AirDesign strive to cater for a greater range of 
pilots in order to expand the opportunity for all to share 
the beauty and fun of our sport!

Now certified, Vita2 
XXS comes in three 
standard colours as well 
as those in our custom 
colour picker. 
Vita2 Superlight all sizes 
certified!
We at AirDesign embrace 
the concept of hike and 
fly as a huge motivation 
to learn paragliding. It’s 
currently the fastest 
evolving subgenre of 
our sport. 

Following school 
training, the Vita2 SL is the perfect choice for those 
with adventure in mind. With a glider weight starting 
from 2.8kg (size XXS) and offering an exceptionally 
small packing volume, the new Vita2 SL is the perfect 
addition to our Superlight range, nestled between the 
Eazy SL (ENA) and Rise2 SL (ENB+).

Due to the glider’s reduced weight, launch behaviour 
is excellent and pilots will notice a slight but crisp 
increase in steering precision and agility. Finished 

in ultra durable doublecoated Porcher Skytex 27g, 
and featuring a 12mm compact riser set with fully 
unsheathed lines, the Vita2 exhibits neutral feel 
above without any tendency for nervous pitch/yaw. 
As alpine weather conditions can change quickly, the 
Vita2’s performance, impressive glide characteristics 
and passive safety are the perfect tools to unlock new 
adventures – wherever they may be.

Mark Rossi, Cloudbase Paragliding

Christmas and  
New Year HGFA  
Office Closure

The office will be closed from 5pm, 23 December 2016, 
and will reopen at 10am on Monday, 9 January 2017.

The emergency phone number 0417 644 633 will 
be manned on rotation throughout this period and the 
office phones will be monitored regularly for messages.

We wish everyone a safe and 
happy holiday period.

HGFA Office Administrator

Human Factors
Air (the environment) -Man (I’m safe) -Ship (the aircraft)

I’M SAFE
Illness? 
Do I have an illness or any symptoms of an illness or disorder?

Medication and other drugs?
Have I been taking or mixing prescription, over-the-counter or recreational drugs?

Stress?
Am I under psychological pressure from my job or personal circumstances?
Am I worried about financial matters, health problems or family matters?

Alcohol?
Have I been consuming alcohol within the previous eight hours? 

Is my blood alcohol level less than 0.02? 
Would my average alcohol consumption be greater than ‘very low risk’? 

Fatigue?
Am I tired or inadequately rested?

Eating and Drinking?
Am I adequately nourished and hydrated?

Bali

Photo: John Tilley

Photo: Roger Stanford
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Niviuk R-Bus – The Strong Man Of The Skies
Niviuk tandem paramotor wing designed for use with a 
trike and it can carry loads up to 500kg. Also suitable 
for lighter rigs and footlaunched PPG tandems, the new 
RBus was conceptualised to become the ideal tool for 
both professional and recreational flights.

It is a highly robust, stable and durable wing. It also 
features excellent wing loading and energy retention for 
comfortable, safe take offs and landings for both pilot and 
passenger. The reinforced internal structure, as well as the 
optimised line configuration, means the load is perfectly 
distributed and balanced and this makes this wing capable 
of carrying up to 500kg. Due to their lightweight nature, 
the incorporation of Nitinol rods in the profile also reduces 
the inertia and means a stiffer, creasefree leading edge to 
reduce parasitic drag. 

The comfort factor is also reflected in the degree of 
manoeuvrability of the wing. Its dual steering system 
enables the pilot to steer and turn efficiently without 
requiring much effort: the wing has both the main 
brake and a highspeed tip steering which allows the 
pilot to turn without pulling the brake, avoiding profile 
deformation and, as a result, a decrease of speed and 
performance. Also, it is a very efficient tool to compensate 
for the natural equal and opposite effect caused by engine 
inertia or torque.

Suitable for a wide range of paramotors and trikes, 
the RBus is available in two sizes: 37m² (ideal for 
light trikes, windy areas or footlaunched take offs 
with moderate wind) and 40m² (perfect for heavier 
trikes). More at [SEQParagliding.com] or email <fly@
SEQParagliding.com>.

Shane Gingell, SEQ Paragliding

Companion SQR Reserves  
– The New Generation
Companion is the new brand name for high quality, new 
generation design reserve parachutes for hang gliders 
and paragliders. It comes from a joint venture between 
Evotec and Advance. The brand is new but combines a 
team with the most experienced and knowledgeable 
professionals in the industry: Hannes Papesh (design), 
Peter Mack (design), Mike Kung (testing) and Rolf 
Zeltner (production).

The SQR combines the best of the classic and trusted 
round pulled apex generation with the benefits of  
the new cross canopies into a highly effective ‘square
round’ design. Modern CFD simulation was used  
to perfect the concept – this is unique in reserve 
parachute design. 

They exhibit the best pendular stability available of 
any design and offer very fast opening. Packing is simple 
like the round canopies (pure cross designs are hard 
to pack). Weight is reduced due to premium material 
selection with the100kgs model at 1.2kgs. An ultralight 
version is in development as well. 

Available 
in three sizes 100, 120 
and 160kg from $800. For more 
information visit [www.companion.aero]  
or contact the importer: Manilla Paragliding,  
ph: 02 6785 6545 or <godfrey@flymanilla.com>. 

Godfrey Wenness, Manilla Paragliding

Chili – A Good Thing, Made Better
The 4th generation of the Chili is more than a milestone.

When a wellknown paraglider manufacturer 
introduces a new gilder, today’s pilots expect much 
more than just improved climb and glider performance – 
especially when we’re talking about the new generation 
of the Chili.

The Chilis are a class for themselves. The name Chili 
has become a symbol for the optimal synthesis between 
high performance and balanced flying characteristics 
in the ENB class. That’s why designing a new Chili is 
probably the greatest challenge for Skywalk’s R&D team. 
The goal is to do more than just set a new milestone in 
the ENB class. Our aim is to provide Chili pilots with a 
glider that makes them feel like they have chosen the 
product with the highest comfort factor on the market. 

Skywalk Paragliders [http://skywalk.info/]
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Niviuk R-Bus

The New Sup’Air EN-B Leaf
In the Sup’Air range, the Leaf is undoubtedly the glider 
which puts the most smiles on faces. Newer pilots 
looking for their first XCs or experienced pilots looking 
for a relaxing flight will both love this glider designed for 
every day use in all conditions.

The Leaf is a ‘real’ ENB glider, designed to please any 
pilot able to fly a wing of this class. With a sophisticated 
internal structure, Sup’Air Smart Mini Ribs allow for 
smooth airflow at the trailing edge and will last longer 
than conventional ones. A fully sheathed line set will 
prevent trouble on takeoff and the need for frequent 
retrimming. Thin risers with low friction Ronstan 
pulleys are examples of Sup’Air quality.

Comfortable in the air, the Leaf immediately inspires 
confidence and lets the pilot concentrate on choosing 
the most efficient XC flight line.

Contact Phil at PG QLD for a test flight on <info@
pgqld.com.au> or 0418 155 317.

Phil Hystek, PG QLD
 

Visiting Pilot Membership
Those pilots requiring a Visiting Pilot Membership

please go to [www.hgfa.asn.au]
and select:

HGFA Office Manager

Forms and Documents
HGFA Documents are now available  

in the Member Zone of the HGFA website  
[www.hgfa.asn.au].

To access them select 

and then select ‘Documents’  
in the lefthand menu.

These documents are constantly being updated, 
so download them as you need them.  

DO NOT save them for later use.
The office will not accept outdated forms.

Documents available to the general public  
will be accessible on the website,  

in a separate area, shortly.

HGFA Office Manager Chili
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Fine Motor Skills
The Pico Club Column [www.thepico.com.au]

Acquiring

#12: You’re Crazy!
These are usually the first words that come out of anyone’s 

mouth when I tell them of this amazing sport that I’m in called 

Powered Paragliding.

by Brendan Tacey

Jumping out of a plane with a bag on my back hoping 
the chute will open is not my idea of safe flying. (I can hear 
any parachuters right now calling me an ignorant so and 
so, but hey, each to their own. You know the safety/risk 
factors in your sport and I respect anyone who choses to 
do it, but it’s certainly not on my bucket list!) 

Wouldn’t it be too noisy and smelly with the 
two-stroke?

Not at all. Sure there is a bit of noise when you are 
running up the motor on the ground, but once you are 
in the air, as the pilot, it just becomes a white noise in 
the background. Quite soothing actually, ’cos if you’re 
hearing it, it means you’re flying!

And the fact I have this little ripper of a motor on my 
back means if I need to climb to get into or out of certain 
layers of air, I squeeze the throttle and climb or back it off 
and get myself back down to a more comfortable level.

Last week, my eldest daughter said to me, “Dad, I 
know what it’s like to fly, i’ve been on a plane.”

Well, sweetheart, the fact it’s just a harness, a wing, 
myself and the open elements is just a wee bit different 
to feeling you get jetting down the runway in a 737. I 
can’t wait for the day when I progress my flying skills 
and accreditation to a point where I can take both of my 
girls into the sky with me.

No matter what setup we fly – be it free flying, 
powered parachute, hang glider, PPG, etc – we all are 
among the luckiest, most privileged people on this 
planet. But I’m telling you something you already know.

The freedoms we have when we take to the skies 
(within the flying rules and regs of course) is something 
that just cant be explained, no matter how hard you try, 
to that person that has just called me ‘crazy’.

I love my motorised setup. I get all the benefits 
of free flying (which are amazing), but with the added 
assistance of a bit of power.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank those 
people who got me into this sport in the first place and 
all the awesome folk I’ve since met who have assumed 
mentor roles, kept me ‘under their wing’ and only ever 
been more than willing to share their experiences so 
that my flying career has every success of being a long 
and brilliant one. 

I 
swear these people conjure up images in their 
minds that we strap ourself into a death trap 
and head off into the sky to do crazy stupid, 

uncalculated things.

So what’s my first response?
I tell them that we are actually one of the safest forms 
of flying around today.

If any part of our equipment isn’t right before we 
launch or doesn’t act correctly before we leave the 
ground, then we just aren’t going to get into the air.

So everything has to come together before we even 
start to feel the breeze between the knees.

We fly in the most benign parts of the day. Generally 
the first and last two hours of daylight. That’s when the 
air is at its most stable. You might get a little bump here 
and there from the last of the day’s thermals winding 
up, but because we don’t need to chase those thermals 
to stay in the air, we aren’t as likely to get smacked by 
hard edges from those hot invisible vertical columns of 
air shooting at unknown speeds in an upward direction. 
While they are fun for some, I enjoy my flying the same 
way I enjoy my scotch: Smoooooth.

But what happens when something goes wrong 
with the engine, you’d come plummeting out of the 
sky wouldn’t you?

Well, no. If the engine cuts out while in the air, then 
we are still connected to our wing, so we freefly to 
an outlanding. I have my radio and phone on board, so 
I make a call and my awesome spouse loads the kids 
in the car and heads off on an adventure to my ‘new’ 
landing paddock.

That happened only a couple of times in my flying 
career, once when I ran out of fuel 5km short of my 
destination, and another time it turned out the carby 

needed a bit of spit and polish. In both scenarios the 
wisdom my PPG mentors had imparted on me some 
years earlier made these situations completely stress 
free. While flying, I already had my outlanding location 
chosen ‘should’ something go wrong, and when it did, 
it was one less thing I had to think about, giving me 
more time to safely confirm my landing direction before 
gliding to the ground.

So you do parachuting out of a plane then?
Are you kidding? And you think I’m nuts for flying my 

PPG? But back to point one: We don’t get off the ground 
unless everything is working.

Photo: Simon Wills 

Photos: Andrew Shipley

Photo: Simon Wills 
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125 km to south of Reykjahlíð stands 
the volcano Askja, and today 

hopefully we would realise our dream of soaring one 
of the most amazing and beautiful locations on Planet 
Earth. Aksja isn’t your classic coneshaped volcano, like 
Mt Fuji or Mt Taranaki, but more a cluster of gradually 
rising craters and cinder cones around one large central 
crater. The top of the main crater rim is 1400m high 
but only rises 630m or so above the surrounding plains. 
The allure of Askja lies in its remoteness, desolation, 
eruptive activity and stunning picture postcard views.

Despite Askja being only 125km away, the last 92km 
is via road F88 – most inland dirt roads in Iceland have 
the prefix ‘F’ and vary in quality from relatively smooth 
dirt to seriously rough, corrugated tracks with deep 
fords. F88 is 92km of sandy, corrugated and undulating 
track that has a couple of 50m wide and ‘up to the 
gunwales’ fast flowing river crossings to negotiate. 

The inland areas of Iceland have a certain ‘big sky’ 
quality you only get from wide, flat, treeless expanses 

like central Australia. However, this area of Iceland is 
even starker because of its almost complete lack of 
vegetation other than mosses. The flat black plains of 
volcanic ash, pumice and old lava flows here stretch to a 
distant flat horizon, punctuated only by a few small hills 
and the impressive Mt Herðubreið.

Herðubreið is a volcanic tuya (a twokilometre wide 
cylindrical lava column) rising almost 3000ft above the 
surrounding plains. This imposing mountain is actually a 
vertical lava flow which rose and solidified vertically in 
the 3000ft deep ice sheet which covered Iceland during 
the last ice age.

The straightness of F88 as it traverses the ash 
plains suddenly changes into one of the most convoluted 
tracks I have ever driven on as it traverses one of the 
many old lava flows on the way to Askja. Building a 
simple road through the huge mounds of solidified lava 
is not an easy task, so the road follows the path of least 
resistance, twisting and turning snakelike as we head 
ever so slowly towards our goal.

Midway along the desolation of F88, we arrive at 
the small oasis of Herðubreiðarlindir and its lush grassy 
vegetation. In total contrast with the surrounding 
starkness, it would have been a nice place to camp if we 
hadn’t been pressured for time. 

Not having been to Askja before, I was unsure what 
to expect. Google Earth had offered a tantalising peek 
at what lay in store, but I was still surprised not to see a 
classic cone shaped volcano as we neared our destination. 

From outside its perimeter, Askja has a very 
understated appearance. The colours of the jagged rock 
and extremely barren landscape are interesting, but the 
whole scene looked almost unimpressive compared to 
the mental picture I had created. 

The real attraction of Askja, however, was the 
volcanic lake within the main crater. This 220m deep and 
four kilometer wide lake is the second deepest lake in 
Iceland and certainly the most remote. After the last big 
eruption of Askja in 1875, the lake created was warm 
enough not to freeze even during the harsh Icelandic 

The clear early morning held the promise of 

a good day as we emerged from our tents 

in Reykjahlíð on the shore of lake Mytavn in 

northern central Iceland. 

by Phil Hystek

winters, however, the lake water temperature has 
gradually reduced so now it remains frozen for most 
of the year. Numerous rock slides from the walls of 
the crater into the lake over the years have resulted in 
tsunamis of up to 50m high racing across the lake and 
it’s for this reason tourists are not allowed to climb the 
50m down to the lake surface from the surrounding 
crater floor – for fear that an unpredictable slide could 
cause a catastrophic loss of life. 

That last main eruption of Askja had blown the 
western side of the main crater completely away, leaving 
the steep eastern side of the crater open to a westerly 
wind. My plan had been to soar the eastern inside of 
the crater overlooking lake Askja in a westerly wind, 
but as exciting and doable that had seemed in theory, 
the practicality of the situation upon arrival was quite 
different. The steep, unstable slope of the crater is 
covered in sharp lava and obsidian, there was no landing 
field and the breeze from the wrong direction meant 

flying the inside of the crater was definitely out. 

Over The Moon

Road F88 to Askja
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Yet a look at the cu’s starting to form high above in 
a clear blue sky showed a different potential – that of a 
thermalling flight to see the crater as no one had ever 
done before. The problem was where would we launch?

The prevailing wind and angle of the sun meant the 
best possibility of a launch would be on the east outside 
of the crater, an area which is mostly a collection of 
smaller rolling craters and narrow deep gullies covered 
mostly by very canopy and line ‘unfriendly’ sharp volcanic 
rock rather than a suitably launchable slope. 

The only road access around the perimeter of Askja 
is from the northern side, meaning at least a seven 
kilometre one way hike to any possible east side launch. 
The day was getting on and we couldn’t afford a two 
hour trek through the unknown, to the unknown – 
surely there was a closer launch?

After leaving the car at the ranger station on the 
northern side, we headed up a hiking trail towards the 
crater rim. After 45 minutes of climbing, scouting and 
surveying, we decided on a launch site which was, even 
though marginal at best, the only site within another 
hour’s hike to offer the potential of a launch. The slope 
was relatively shallow, the ground covered by hundreds 
of sharp rocks ranging in size from fist to football, the 
breeze was light cross and there was a 400m wide shelf 
only 120m below launch which may well end up being a 
landing field if we hit a lot of sink just after launch. Yet 
the sky and clouds looked good and light cycles were 
bringing the wind straight up at times. After half an 
hour of environmental adjustment (rock clearing) we 

had a passable single slot launch. The texture of the 
rocks meant that the area was only suitable for a reverse 
inflation. Any dragging of the glider over these rocks 
would cut lines and canopy material quicker than fingers 
on a sharp kitchen knife. 

“If it’s on, get off…” My hike & fly mantra means I’ll 
at least get off the hill rather than wait for something 
better which may not come. I quickly set up my Gin GTO 
2, waited a few minutes for a light cycle and stepped of 
Askja into a small and unworkable thermal.

No time to search since clearing the shelf below 
launch and making it to the next possible thermal 
source was going to be a squeeze even from launch 
height. I was soon down to 150m above flatlands and 
the ranger station, but my decision was rewarded with 
a tight but workable thermal coming from a deep narrow 
rocky gorge. My dream of flying over Askja was coming 
true, but I couldn’t really enjoy the moment as I worked 
to stay in that small bubble. Eventually I looked around 
and it hit me: I’m there, where I dreamt of being… and 
the reality surpasses the dream a hundred fold. Level 
with the top of the crater… first glimpse of the lake… 
trying to stay focussed on the climb… More of the lake 
comes into view as I near cloudbase. I fly closer to the 
rim and the lake. 

The scene is even more spectacular than I had 
imagined. Lava, rock, ash and pumice in colours ranging 
from black to white through yellow, ochre and even 
purple interspersed with areas of snow and ice reflect 
patches of sunlight. The lake surface is absolutely flat, 

perfectly reflecting distant clouds to the south. I was 
most likely the first person to ever experience this 
amazing view from a paraglider. Once again, I’m in awe 
that such a light and compact aircraft, combined with 
an amount of skill and perseverance has allowed me to 
experience something that few will ever do. I was, ‘over 
the moon’! And figuratively I was. During preparations for 
the Apollo moon missions in the 1960s the astronauts 
were taken to the Askja area in an effort to ‘geologically’ 
acclimatise for their upcoming lunar expeditions. The 
term being ‘over the moon’ took on a whole new meaning 
as I marvelled at the sheer desolation of the lunarlike 
landscape and imagined what it would have been like to 
descend to such a surface in a cramped landing module 
almost 47 years earlier. 

Unfortunately, the sky rapidly overclouded just after 
I launched, so the other three pilots travelling with me 
had to wait another 45 minutes to launch. Two of them 
were able to get high enough to see the lake which was 
fantastic, but it seemed I was destined to savour the 
breathtaking beauty of Lake Askja from cloudbase alone 
in the eternal sun of an Icelandic summer. 

Paragliding Queensland runs annual tours to Iceland. 
This Lake Askja flight was part of our 2016 tour. I’d 
like to thank the other tour pilots Stewart Dennis, 
Carlos Espejel, Clayton Aubrey and Grey Hamilton for 
their great company on such an amazing adventure 
and look forward to sharing similar adventures with 
others in the future, Phil Hystek.

Launching from the moonscape of Askja
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Lavafield launchThe gang

Fly            Iceland
Join Phil Hystek on a paragliding 
adventure like no other. 
Experience the wild and untamed 
beauty of the land of 'fire and ice'  
and the midnight sun.
'Hike 'n' Fly' volcanos, soar fjords  
or XC over lava fields. Relax in hot 
springs and soak up the beauty  
of this mystical land.

26 June to 17 July 2017 
Numbers strictly limited.

For details please contact  
Phil at info@pgqld.com.au
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The run in to the Kerry Valley was fairly straight 
forward with consistent 2 to 3m/sec climbs. I decided 
to push on as I could see the air was changing and 
wanted to keep in sync with the clouds that were 
forming ahead of me. Joel decided to hang back and 
top up, which meant we were separated from here on 
in, with me topping out on a climb and Joel coming in at 
the bottom, unfortunately struggling to gain sufficient 
height as the climbs appeared to dwindle out on him. It 
was at Cainbable and crossing to the back of the Kerry 
and on to Christmas Creek that the air deteriorated. 
Scrappy, broken, ‘here one minute gone the next’ type 
of climbs made it challenging to attain any real height 
for a confident crossing towards the next ridge. Feeling 
it was crucial to keep pushing for the border, I charged 
on as I didn’t wish to repeat the previous week’s attempt 
and land at the foothills of Mt Chinghee National Park. 

I lined up a windward sunny spur leading on to higher 
ground between Mt Chinghee and Christmas Creek and 
all of a sudden, ‘Boom!’ – a juicy 4.5m/sec elevator to 
cloudbase of 1800m. This provided the altitude to make 
a simple crossing across the boonies. It still took three 
more connecting thermals to cross the border away from 
noman’s land. 

Looking back to the border foothills, I was holding 
my breath for Joel, working overtime below ridge height 
at Mt Gipps. It sure would have been a nice afternoon 
walkout from there. Credit to him for clawing his way 
out of that hole and gain sufficient altitude to scramble 
over the border. 

Listening to the radio, we heard of another wing 
heading in our direction for Kyogle. It was Matty Cooper 
on his Avax XC5, keeping great height and by the sounds 
of it making up some ground on us.

The countryside in this region is absolutely jaw 
dropping, reminding me nicely of the reasons I love 
crosscountry paragliding – the adventure, the solitude 
and a real sense of the unknown, never quite knowing 

what this current path I have embarked up on will bring. 
What sort of terrain, thermic and wind conditions will 
I encounter? Where will I land? How will I get to a road 
(never one to shy away from a deeper line if that’s 
what’s required) and fairly importantly, how will I get 
back home? On this occasion it was three hitchhikes 
with locals one would likely never meet in normal life – 
another bonus to the adventure – followed by two more 
buses, half an hour’s walk and getting home at 8pm. 
What a magical day!

Before this flight came to an abrupt end with the 
arrival of the seabreeze, I was met by a couple of juvenile, 
super excitable and not 
so friendly wedgetailed 
eagles. On final glide 
to Casino, about 8km 
out, these two could be 
heard screeching from 
a good 500m below 
me, as they raced their 
way up with a thermal 
to meet and greet me. 
Not the greeting party 
I was envisioning after 
crossing the border. 
From the moment go, 
they were like a bunch 
of fighter bombers on 

an afternoon raid – diving, swooping, heckling, sounding 
every alarm in the book. It took 10 minutes of frantic 
evasive action, with a good dose of fortune, for the Avax 
to come out in one piece, providing an exciting finish to 
a very special flight.

Joel found himself landing on the Summerland Way, 
not far from Wiangaree, with Matty making it along the 
same road, just shy of Casino. Great work boys, and a 
fabulous start to the Australian XC season. 

Flight details [www.xcontest.org/2016/world/en/
flights/detail:himalayandragon/24.9.2016/00:58].

Looking at the sky, all I could notice (and think about) is decently shaped cumulus, 
a tad ratty around the edges, bases still dripping and flailin, yet some height and 
       colour to suggest some decent instability present. Over a late breakfast at 

9:30, I couldn’t bear it any longer and had to make the call, “Honey, I owe you one, but 
today it would be wrong not to fly!”

Shortly thereafter I contacted my buddy Joel Meulman to see if he was flying today, 
only cemented my excitement, “I’m already on my way up Tambo; the sky looks epic 
doesn’t it?” 

Heck yeah, what am I still doing at the breakfast table? Fifteen minutes later I was 
in the car, never had I packed so quickly. Happy to make do with whatever gear was in 
the kit, instruments not recharged from the prior day’s flight, just ensured the ballast 
bag was filled and on the road at lightning speeds…

At altitude the forecast was for northerlies, NW predominantly to westerlies, with 
an ENE to blow in during the early afternoon – alltogether creating what looked like an 
aerial tug of war on RASP gliding forecast.

This got me thinking about the flight plan for the day: Out and return with the 
possibility of being stopped in my tracks by the easterly? Or head straight south 
towards Kyogle with a bit of crosswind and possibly connect in the early afternoon 
with a converging line where westerlies meet the easterlies? Or possibly do a bit more 
crosswind work and head out towards Mt Lindsay, passing Mt Barney and cross over 
to Woodenbong and head south past Urbenville? Or just go with the flow and do a pub 
suck run to Rathdowney? I decided to leave it to the thermal and wind gods to pave the 
path and went with the flow instead.

Walking on to launch at 10:45am, I noticed Joel and Chris Dobinson had already 
been standing there for 10 minutes. Maybe those grand lofty plans might not even 
get a showing? The wind was over the back, though only slightly, with the occasional 
sparrow’s proverbial up the face – yet one could hardly blink as it meant missing the 
‘window of opportunity’ before light winds were coming down the face again. Being 
a Saturday on Mt Tamborine meant one was assured a healthy crowd of spectators, 
all wanting a show for the camera, some excitement to get their weekend underway.  

I was getting hot and sweaty under layers of cotton, merino and GoreTex while 
assessing the cycles of the morning for another 10 minutes, waiting for the next lull 
in the down the face northeasterly and deciding it was time to pop the wing up and 
go. Launching the Avax XC5 with its lightweight materials is an absolute treat and 
confidence inspiring in nil or even slight over the back winds. Something I had the 
opportunity to play with in Europe this past winter. It comes up with light input, using 
the centre lines on the A risers, four or five step sprint and I’m airborne, straight into a 
waiting thermal that ranged in strength from 1.5 to 2m per second.

It was good to see Joel on his Artik4 and Chris on the Mentor4 were not far behind. 
After topping out, the XC begins with a heading straight for Misery hill, bouncing from 
one cloud to the next. At this point Joel and I met up under the cloud, flying tip to tip, 
calling out and sharing our pure excitement at the prospects of what lay ahead. The 
sky was fantastic – fluffy clouds hugged, and sparingly shadowed, the ranges, first 
Witheren, then Lamington National Park and the Border Ranges. Looks like a Kyogle 
day, Yeehar!

During the 2014 Canungra Cup a task was set to Kyogle, in which I unfortunately 
did not make goal. I have since dreamt of a day where I would have a chance to fly that 
line and view the numerous rainforested spurs and ridges running into the Lamington 
and Border Ranges National Parks up close.

Having flown the day prior, 24 

September 2016 started out 

with Tereza (my other half) 

making a few suggestions 

of what we could do today 

– maybe go to the beach, 

shopping, or possibly a walk 

with some sightseeing?

by Jan Tupy
A Magic DayKyogle and Mt Warning

At the end of Kerry Valley, above Kerry Road

Mt Warning

The crossing

Some ‘not so friendlies’ along the way

Flying with Joel above Canungra, coast in the distance Mt Chingee and Mt Lindsay

Witheren here we come! Border Ranges, Mt Warning and fires of Kerry Valley

Casino with seabreeze approaching A happy Jan at the end of a magic day
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So what truly separates novices from the so 
called ‘Sky Gods’ (a term I prefer not to use, 
as it implies an unattainable level). Simply put, 

they make fewer mistakes – mistakes made universally 
across the globe.

The betterversed make fewer mistakes in either 
their ‘carve’, their orbit around the thermal or the 
strategy with which they map the climb – homing in on 
the strongest part, spending as much time as possible in 
it. Of course it can be both, highlighting the importance 
of skill over equipment, as any advantage gained is often 
down to fewer mistakes.

The Common Mistakes
The Wide Turners
Novices tend to turn too wide, needing much larger 
thermals, spending much of their carve outside the core.
The Swing Through
Due to long lines, paragliders have a large pendulum 
instability. This is more apparent when changing 
direction or when turbulence goes unchecked. This is 
felt as an increase in speed as the pilot swings through 
under the canopy. Converting height to speed is not 
ideal, especially in light lift. Vario readings become wildly 
inaccurate while swinging around.
The Kick Out/Drop In
Ideally the carve should be as smooth as possible. Often 
when initiating the ‘flow’ (a series of 360s) the wing 
returns to level flight, producing a squenence of 90 
degree turns followed by a loss of height as the energy is 
lost. Usually this is due to not enough roll (weightshift) 
being applied in conjunction with brake input. Equally 
inefficient is to apply too much roll and brake, this leads 

to the leading edge ‘dropping in’. This spiral entry turn 
will almost certainly see the instrument go silent if the 
climb rate does not support this level of aggression.

Both these entries are very inefficient since it takes 
time to get the glider flying smooth and level again 
before attempting to reenter the flow.

These three simple mistakes can make the difference 
between gaining or losing height when things get tough. 
Careering in and out of the core, whilst swinging around 
under the canopy in a weak climb, will almost certainly 
see a pilot land soon after. Especially if the climb just 
doesn’t allow for inefficiency, whether it be the inability 
to home in on the centre due to untrue vario readings or 
just too much height being converted to speed. The more 
technical the climb, the more ‘technique’ is required.

What Makes A Day Technical?
Remember that almost everyone gets up when 
conditions are booming, sometimes it’s hard not to, but 
it’s not always the case. It’s often the less experienced 
that seem to be the first to suffer when the day gets 
technical. By technical I refer to the qualities of the 
climb, usually narrower and lighter. Adding wind into the 
equation can increase the technicality tenfold.
The Path Of Progress
There are three keys steps to owning a strong thermaling 
technique, these need to be learnt and practised in 
order. Skipping steps will undoubtedly give poor results. 
Arguably, I see the order something like this:
1. Correct radius
2. Clean it up 
3.  Move it around the sky, cleanly  

and without the usual penalties
The first step helps pilots from turning too wide. 

Many years ago on an XC flight I noticed some common 
themes, one was that it took me 16 seconds to complete 
each 360. To answer the question, ‘how tight should 
we turn?’ in metres is unhelpful. We have no way of 
measuring, but everyone can count. Counting became 
my new rule of thumb, coined ‘the 4 for 90 rule’, where 
each 90 degrees of the circle should be completed in 
four seconds.

It’s important to have the correct radius when 
thermalling because, figuratively speaking, we wish to 
put a saucer on a plate rather than the other way around. 

A wide, unwieldy turn (plate) can be in and out of a 
smaller climb (saucer) or just around in the weaker part, 
never exploiting its true potential. This is a compromise 
of radius versus sink rate, allowing us to place our flow 
where we need it the most, in the narrower core. (See 
diagrams below.)

Next we need to concentrate on cleaning up our 
‘4/90’ carve or ‘flow’. Acting as suspension, the pilot 
takes out the bumps, swings and surges. The 
smoother we can travel under the wing, without 
any large changes in speed, the better we will climb. 
This smoothness alone can help one pilot outclimb 
another.

Over the years, I’ve noticed that all good pilots 
are bound by a simple idea – the ‘Golden Rule’. Simply 
stated, it says, “No matter how the wing moves 
overhead, the pilot’s speed through the air shall 
remain as constant as possible.” With less height 
converted to unwanted speed, we’ll climb better.

The third and final stage of learning to flow is 
the ability to open and close our carve in the desired 
direction. Moving towards the core while mapping and 
all without the penalty of height loss.

An important byproduct of this smoothness means 
we can trust our instrument readings, allowing us to 
open our orbit in the right direction more accurately. 
This enables us to move to the next level of learning – 
mapping. This is the soul of our sport and is arguably the 
real difference between the master and the apprentice.

 

This is an edited version 
of a chapter from Kelly 
Farina’s new book 
‘Mastering Paragliding’. 
For more details 
about the techniques 
discussed here check 
out their website at 
[www.austrianarena.
com] or read the full 
chapters in the book. 
Available from dealers 

worldwide.

Ever wondered why the same pilots consistently climb out? 

Effortlessly carving around even the lightest thermals, breaking 

through an inverted sky like a hot knife through butter. Is it 

that high aspect ratio glider with its three percent better sink 

rate? Have they sold their soul to the devil? Or is it something 

simpler and more conceptual? Could it be that practised hobby 

pilots can master this too? I argue yes, it is simple, but easy is 

not the word I’d use…

by Kelly Farina, author of ‘Mastering Paragliding’

The Difference Between  
The Master And The Apprentice

The 4/90 rule is an optimsation of radius versus sink rate

Carving clean lines in the mega thermal over Bassano del Grappa, Italy Photo: Kelly Farina

Climbing efficiently is an essential skill of XC 
flying and vastly overlooked, Bassano del Grappa

Photo: Kelly Farina

Our author banked up in strong,  
unstable air in the Dolomites

Photo: Andy Jackson

Mastering Paragliding  
by Kelly Farina – 21 years 
of learning and four years 
of work

It's better to put the saucer on the plate rather than the plate on the saucer  
– a tighter carve will fit better in the core of the climb or even narrower thermals
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I hear some pilots say that using a radio is a waste 
of time and money, or they serve no real purpose… 
Well, this is fine, and CASA allow aircraft to 

operate at certain altitudes and from certain airfields 
without radios. Most of the Ag pilots I know now have a 
radio, but rarely use it, unless they have to. 

So why have a radio at all and how should you use 
it? A flight radio gives you, the pilot, the chance to 
eavesdrop on the airwaves, to establish who is in the 
area, what the weather is doing and in an emergency, 
you have a means of telling someone where you are. 
Of course, you would have to know the necessary 
frequencies which means you’ll have to invest in an ERSA, 
charts or an EFB. These cost money – weigh the benefits.

I have seen midair crashes happen due to an aircraft 
not having a radio. Glider pilots have had their fair share 
of incidents and there have been deaths due to not being 
able to communicate with other gliders or tug aircraft. 
You can see where I’m coming from and, yes, I do think all 
aircraft should have flight radios.

While allowing for this preference of mine, let’s look 
at the way you use your radio, if you have one. 

I could go into wavelength, frequency, amplitude, 
sound waves and radio waves as topics, but I won’t. 
You can look up the technical information if you want or 
need it. What I want to do is talk about the basics. After 
all, that’s the 10% you’ll use as an operator. In over 50 
years of flying I have never had anyone ask me about 
wavelength, amplitude or any of the subjects above, 
except for frequency, so I won’t bore you with them.

We use VHF (Very High Frequency) radios in our aircraft 
(for the technical reader the band is 30 to 300MHz). 
The VHF radio gives you a high quality lineofsight 
communication which is, however, usually short range. 
This means you can communicate between an aircraft 
and a ground station, or aircraft to aircraft. The rule of 
thumb with VHF transmissions is an aircraft at or below 
5000ft AGL will have VHF coverage of approximately 
60nm range. If we take the aircraft up from 5000 to 

10,000ft that range should increase to around 90nm 
coverage – only as a rule of thumb. Other things to 
remember about the range of your radio is the type of 
antenna you use, where it is mounted, as well as the 
terrain you’re flying over, because all of these have a 
dramatic effect on your range.

There is VHFNav equipment in some radios as well, 
like VOR (VHF Omnidirectional Radio range) and the NDB 
(Nondirectional Beacons) and the ADF (Automatic Direction 
Finder). Again, a number of these Nav aids are being fazed 
out at this time, so I won’t go into their operations. 

Some pilots use handheld radios, but remember 
that at the moment the only legal handheld radio you 
can use is the Icom A15.

The airspace is set up in sectors. You have Controlled 
Airspace or Control Zones (CTA). If you are a recreational 
pilot you don’t normally fly into Controlled Airspace. 
Instead, you would fly in Uncontrolled Airspace (OCTA), 
and you would fly in and out of Common Traffic Advisory 
Frequencies (CTAF). The CTAF means you must have 
a radio to enter that airspace or aerodromes. CAAP 
1661 and CAAP 1662 explain the reasoning behind 
the changes. A CTAF normally covers a radius of 10nm 
around an aerodrome and up to around 5000ft AGL. 
However, you will need to check the individual CTAF 
information in the ERSA.

If you look at charts like the ERC Low (Enroute Low 
Chart), VNC (Visual Navigation Chart), or the VTC (Visual 
Terminal Chart) you will see the airspace divided into 
sectors. Each sector has one or two radio frequencies 
written into a Navigation Box. The box is outlined in 
green with two frequencies, one in green and one in 
brown and at the bottom in green is the location of 
the outlet. The brown coloured frequency is E class and 
the green frequency is the airspace below the E class 
airspace. When you are flying around fat, dumb and 
happy, you should be listening to the area frequency 
or FIS frequency. You should also be monitoring the 
local CTAF you may be flying near. I always monitor the 

area frequency even when I’m in our local area, as this 
gives me a heads up into who may be arriving when I am 
heading back into the circuit. I like to know who could 
interrupt my day. There is nothing worse than arriving 
at the aerodrome and seeing a disabled aircraft on the 
runway and knowing I would have to find an alternative. 
If I listened to the area frequency, I would have been 
given this information by Airservices and could have 
planned for an alternative earlier.

So now you have your radio in your aircraft, but are 
perhaps a little reluctant to use it. I understand that 
you don’t want to make a mistake, or you dont want to 
make a fool of yourself… Don’t worry there is no ‘radio 
police’, but at the same time you’ll want to use the radio 
in the right manner. Keep your conversation short, clear 
and don’t be over polite. You don’t need to say ‘please’ 
or ‘thanks’. These words just take up unnecessary time.

When spelling a word, use phonetic spelling. You 
know: Alpha, Bravo, Charlie and so on. These words are 
not used just because they sound good. They are used 
because they are unique words which cannot be easily 
mistaken for another word. So improvising by using Bob 
instead of Bravo is not helpful and may in fact confuse.

Don’t rush your conversation, take it slowly. If you 
don’t understand a transmission, ask for it again, by 
saying, ‘Say again,’ and if you are asked to repeat your 
transmission, start by saying, ‘I say again’. There are a 
number of standard words and phrases. If you listen to 
the radio chit chat you will pick them up, or, if you prefer, 
you could buy the AIP or the new VFRG book. These two 
publications will explained it all for you.

I wonder if this has ever happened to you: You are 
flying along fat, dumb, beautiful (in other words you 
are really enjoying your flight), when smashing through 
the airwaves comes a broadcast: “VICTOR, CHARLIE, 
GOLF Cessna flying near YABBA NORTH 2700 heading for 
Shepparton." Then the airwaves go silent. 

What would your reaction be? I know what mine 
was: “Shit, he’s on an intersecting track to mine!” But 
do I remember his call sign? No. All I can remember 
was a rushed broadcast with something about YABBA 
NORTH, (Yes, I saw this on my map and I was flying 
near YABBA NORTH). The altitude was similar to mine 
and he was heading for Shepparton. In other words, 
he was going to cross my track. The first thing I would 
do is scan the sky to get a visual on that Cessna. Do 
I see it? No. My next reaction is to place a call, but 
what should I say? Remember, I didn’t catch his call 
sign! My call would go like this: “Aircraft in the YABBA 
NORTH area,… Trike 8722 is tracking Shepparton… for 
Yarrawonga at 2500ft... Overhead YABBA NORTH.” This 
gives the Cessna a chance to respond to me and, more 
importantly, he knows that there is another aircraft in 
his airspace with an intersecting track. Most times this 
happens to me, I do get a response and this time was no 
exception. The Cessna pilot got back to me, amended 
his altitude, we both got a visual and passed each other 
without incident. But if his initial broadcast had been a 
little different and slower, I would have picked up more 
information. I would have liked to have heard it like 
this: “YABBA NORTH traffic.… Victor… Charlie… Golf…
Cessna 172… Tracking 5nm north of YABBA NORTH for 
Shepparton at 2700ft, YABBA NORTH.” That type of 
broadcast gives me a massive amount of clear, useful 
information. The first is the ‘YABBA NORTH traffic’. He is 

Why Should I 
Have A Radio?

In my flying career, almost every aircraft I have flown has 

had a flight radio. So basically, I have been brought up with 

a radio in each and every aircraft… Except for hang gliders.

by Peter and Anne McLean, Yarrawonga Flight Training

near me. Secondly, the registration and type of aircraft. 
If I miss the registration, I will still get the aircraft type. 
A Cessna, but more importantly it is a 172, so I know 
the profile of the aircraft I am looking for and possibly 
the speed range. Thirdly, the track is from Yarrawonga 
to Shepparton. I could look in the direction I am heading, 
but this is now not necessary since the other pilot has 
said, “Tracking 5nm NORTH of YABBA NORTH.” A quick 
look at the map or EFB and there is YABBA NORTH, just 
over my left shoulder, and the Cessna 172 is heading for 
Shepparton. This means he will pass me on my left. The 
fourth and last bit of information, is the altitude, 2700ft. 
I am at 2500ft, so we have 200ft separation… or do we? 
I hope my QNH is the same as the Cessna’s! Either way, 
I would make a broadcast and let the Cessna pilot know 
my information. We can now make an informed decision 
on what manoeuvre to make next.

So before you make a broadcast, think about it, and 
then, when you speak, don’t rush it. Take it slowly, so 
that all the other aircraft listening in can make sense of 
what you are trying to communicate.

What you need to get across the airwaves is:
➲	Where I am ➲	Who I am
➲	What I am doing ➲	  Where I am (again)
(If the listener missed the first part of the broadcast 
s/he will pick up where you are with the last part, and 
if you are in the immediate area ask you to repeat it...)

That’s the important stuff.
You will find all the calls you need to make when 

approaching a CTAF in CAAP 1661 and CAAP 1662 or in 
the AIP and VFRG. I won’t go through them in this article. 
Just remember that on entering a CTAF, you must give your 

call by 10nm not 9nm. You could make the call at 20nm if 
you like and don’t forget to give your time to circuit. If 
you will be arriving in the circuit at 59 minutes past the 
hour you should say, “Expected Circuit Time 59,” or if you 
are arriving on the hour, you should say, “Expected Circuit 
Time on the hour.” When you are giving your circuit calls, it 
is the Base call when you must give your intentions (‘full 
stop’ or ‘touch and go’). This gives an aircraft behind you 
time to plan their turn onto base for final.

If you are intending to join on Base or do a Straight 
in Approach, do remember that you must give way to 
all circuit traffic and you must know the wind direction 
and strength before making your approach. Don’t forget 
when conducting a Straight in Approach, your last 
call should be at 3nm. All you need to broadcast is: 
“Yarrawonga Traffic Trike 8722, three mile final, (‘full 
stop’ or ‘touch and go’), Yarrawonga.”

There it is! The flight radio is nothing to fear. 
As pilots it is just a tool of our trade. I use my radio 
frequently and I quite often contact flight service to get 
a clearance or find out the QNH, and they have always 
been very helpful. I also use my radio to talk to other 
aircraft. When on a flyaway we have a dedicated chat 
channel. This means all the pilots on the flyaway can 
talk in plain English without infringing the normal area 
or CTAF frequencies.

There’s one more thing to remember if you are 
testing your radio. Don’t do it on the CTAF frequency, 
go to a discreet frequency. That way you will not be 
broadcasting to everyone on the CTAF. It’s very annoying 
for pilots doing circuits to hear you testing your radio. 
If you do need to test your transmission, simply ask for 

a radio check and someone will give you a readability 
check from 1 to 5.

Next time you’re flying around using your radio, 
just remember to think about the information you 
would like to know about any aircraft flying near you. 
This information is what you want to tell other pilots. 
Process it, perhaps even rehearse it. Press the transmit 
button and wait while you count ‘one’, (so you don't cut 
off the first piece of information you transmit) then 
take it slowly. You don’t like it when someone rushes 
information which you need to hear, so keep your 
broadcast simple, slow and precise. That way it will be 
useful to the people you are communicating to.

And if you haven’t got a radio? Well, you don’t know 
what you’re missing! Happy flying. 

NOTE: Periodically, CASA and Airservices will alter radio 
frequencies, boundaries or methods of delivering 
communication. These changes are reflected in charts 
and ERSA. Make sure your documentation is up to date 
and use only current published information when flying.

Photos: Peter McLean



42 SKYSAILOR November | December 2016 November | December 2016  SKYSAILOR 43

2016
November

NSW PG Weekend Warriors Series 
2016/17 – Round 2

5 and 6 November (Reserve: 12 and 13 November)
HQ: Fly Manilla Club House. Fee: $25 per round. B Grade 
Sanction. The 2016/17 NSW WWS is an intermediate level, 
task based race competition, using GPS and AirScore. The 
comp is designed for the intermediate weekend pilot. Novice 
pilots are welcome, though tasking and safety levels are set 
to higher intermediate level. This not a XC course and the 
competing pilot must be able to gaggle and have some XC 
skills. Pilots will gain insights into the competition scene and 
flying, navigation, speed to fly theory and tactics. Register at 
[http://tinyurl.com/wwsrego]. More at Newcastle Paragliding 
Club website, see Competitions/Events for info and pilot 
pack, etc. You can also join the WWS Facebook page to keep 
updated [www.facebook.com/groups/117342924950489/]. 
Contact: James 0418 686199 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

2016 Central West Classic 
UPDATED: 13 to 19 November 

Gulgong, NSW, Central West. Cat AA aerotow HG comp. Practice 
Day: 12 Nov (with a possible XC Clinic run on 1012 Nov). The 
Central West Classic is on (in place of WOW and in the spirit 
of Gulgong Classic). This region offers big air thermals, ideal 
for big flights early in the season. Registration opens 8pm 31 
July online at [www.wow.asn.au] and is limited to 30 pilots. 
This is a trike aerotowing comp with the best trike tow pilots 
in Eastern Australia. Scorer: Billo. Entry fee: $145, plus $300 
cash for tows to be paid on arrival at Gulgong Aero Park. To 
register or more details see [www.wow.asn.au]. Organiser: 
Ward Gunn 0414 356 588 or <wardgunn@gmail.com>.

Southern Summer Series: Round 3
26 and 27 November

Updates at [www.facebook.com/southernsummerseries].

December
The PICO Knowsley Fly-In
9 to 11 December

Knowsley, VIC. The flyin will be held at a privately owned 
property with 100 acres of open farmland launch areas in 
country Victoria, only 40km from Bendigo. There are XC flights 
to the gorgeous Lake Eppalock, the majestic Mt Camel and 
beyond. The launch site is privately owned and space to pitch 
your tent or park your caravan will be available. Great take off 
areas (downhill and grassed). Beautiful scenery and a terrific 
PPG/PHG/PPC/WSM site. More at [www.thepico.com.au].

NSW PG Weekend Warriors Series – Round 3
10 and 11 December (Reserve: 17 and 18 Dec)

Updates [www.facebook.com/groups/117342924950489/]. 
Contact: James T. 0418 686199 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

Southern Summer Series: Round 4
17 and 18 December

Updates at [www.facebook.com/southernsummerseries].

Forbes Flatlands HG Championships
30 December 2016 to 6 January 2017

Sanctions: FAI Cat2, Open Class AAA, Sport Class AA. Practice 
towing: 28 and 29 December 2016. Moyes together with the 
Sydney Hang Gliding Club are proud to announce the dates for 
the 11th consecutive Forbes Flatlands competition! Further 
information at [www.forbesflatlands.com].

2017
January

COMMERCIAL EVENT: SIV Course
4 to 7 January

Cost: $795. SIV Training with Sky Out Paragliding, max group 
size 8 pilots. For more information or for bookings, email 
<Roger@skyoutparagliding.com>.

Corryong Cup
8 to 14 January

Corryong, VIC. This HG comp is recognised as one of the most 
enjoyable competitions in the Australian calendar. It’s all 
about having fun and learning. The aim of the comp is to foster 
the development of XC competition flying skills for all levels 
of pilots, in a nonstressful, friendly environment. Corryong 
is a perfect location for low airtime HG pilots to gain valuable 
experience flying in mountain terrain. The area offers wide 
open landing fields and you are only a few thermals away 
from Australia’s highest peak, Mt Kosciuszko. Online entry 
purchase opens 8pm 1 September 2016 at [www.wow.asn.
au]. Entry fee: $145. Practice Day: 7 Jan. More details at the 
Newcastle HG competition website [www.wow.asn.au]. NHGC 
Comp Organiser: Dustan Hansen <dustan@optusnet.com.au>.

Bright Open Paragliding and Pre PWC 
14 to 20 January 2017

Visit [www.brightopen.org].

Corryong PG Open
22 to 28 January

Corryong, VIC. AAA, Cat2 Event. Come fly the relaxed yet 
awesome area of Corryong. Mt Elliot rises above Corryong 
just south of the NSW/VIC border and will be the main launch 
for the last round of this season’s Australian championships. 
450 ladder points available each taskable day for the guns, 
great flying for the rest. Registration and info via [www.
airtribune.com/corryongpgopen2017/info] or email Dave 
Gibbs <auspgcomps@gmail.com>.

February
Manilla XC Camp 2016
4 to 11 February 

Mt Borah, Manilla NSW. Free event for XC pilots of all levels. 
Informal distances scored using your choice of online system 
or straight line Open Distance off your GPS. Come for as many 
days as you like, fly as far as you can, fly with and learn from 
some of the best XC pilots. Many pilots achieve PBs in Manilla 
each year. Mt Borah has four astroturfed launches for nearly 
all wind directions, easy landings. The area offers some of 
the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels, from novice 
to expert, with some thermalling experience. Daily weather 
briefings, tips and trick sessions, campfire discussions, 
regular day prizes and scoring updates in all classes (Fun/
Sport/Serial). Open Class gliders are welcome but won’t be 
scored. Camping ($10/night, $12/night powered), cabins 
available on site, cafe and licensed bar, two camp kitchens, 
BBQ, swimming pool. Contact: <godfrey@flymanilla.com>.

Southern Summer Series: Round 5
11 and 12 February

Updates at [www.facebook.com/southernsummerseries]. 
Supplementary weekends: 4 and 5, 11 and 12 March 2017.

2017 NSW HG State Titles
19 to 25 February 

Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. AA grade HG comp, held each February 
in Manilla, Australia’s premier mountain launch XC soaring site. 
Practice day: 18 Feb (with a possible XC Clinic run on 1618 
Feb). The comp attracts the best of the best from Australia 
and around the world, so is the ideal site for up and coming 
pilots to learn from those at the top of the game. It is also the 
ideal comp for newer pilots wishing to fly big air. To register 
or for more details go to [www.wow.asn.au]. Entry fee: $145. 
NHGC Comp Organiser: Ward Gunn <wardgunn@gmail.com>.

WA State Hang Gliding Championships
25 February to 4 March

Westonia, WA. More at [www.goldfieldsdustdevils.com]. 
Contact: Richard Breyley 0417 986 896. 

March
NSW PG Weekend Warriors Series – Round 4
4 and 5 March (Reserve: 11 and 12 March)

Updates [www.facebook.com/groups/117342924950489/]. 
Contact: James T. 0418 686199 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

COMMERCIAL EVENT: SIV with Jocky Sanderson
11 to 14 March 

Cost: $995. SIV training with Sky Out Paragliding and the 
SIV guru Jocky Sanderson. Now in its 5th year running. 
For more information or for bookings, email <Roger@
skyoutparagliding.com>.

COMMERCIAL EVENT: XC Tow Safari  
with Jocky Sanderson 

17 to 21 March
Cost: $595. XC clinic through the NSW flatlands with Jocky and 
the Sky Out team. Learn to maximise your flying and improve 
your distance with daily tasks and challenges, briefings, video 
debriefs and lectures. XC guide to pilot ratio 1:4. For more info 
or for bookings, email <Roger@skyoutparagliding.com>.

April
Flatter than the Flatlands
14 to 17 April

Birchip, Vic. Hang Glider pilots are invited to the 25th 
consecutive Flatter than the Flatlands cross country towing 
competition. The event will be conducted over the four day 
Easter long weekend. Entry fee is $80 and includes daily 
prizes, presentation BBQ, scoring, goal beers and lots of fun. 
GPS and parachute required. Discount available for teams with 
a first time pilot. Organiser: Wesley Hill <wes.hill@yahoo.com.
au>, [www.sacra.biz/fttf]. 
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Flying over Candidasa, Bali

Photo: Shane Tighe

Review: 
Nova Phantom
First Hand Experience
Martin Havel (Fly2Base)

I flew the Ion 4 and the Phantom during my recent 
European trip. The target group for Phantom pilots is 
the same as for the Ion 4. These types of gliders are 

often referred to as low ENB gliders and some countries 
allow teaching on low ENB gliders.

The Numbers
The wing shape and profile of Phantom is based on Ion 
4 with a 0.04 higher flat aspect ratio and a 0.38 higher 
projected aspect ratio, reflecting Phantom’s smaller 
arch. The chord is slightly wider, compared with Ion 4, 
with the minimum chord narrower. Narrower wing tips 
and a slightly thicker middle seem to contribute to more 
direct handling of the Phantom. I flew the Phantom in the 
earlier part of the day in light lift and had to work to stay 
up and climb. I got a good 2m/sec climb and managed to 
get to 600m above launch. 

Looking at the line plan, you’ll notice while the Ion 4 
is a pure threeliner/threeriser, Phantom has an extra 
six attachment points per side in the fourth row. The 
D row of lines is connected to the C line, making the 
Phantom a threeriser too. I asked Mario Eder, Nova’s 
main test pilot, about the fourth line of attachment 
points and he said the D row was added to keep the 
trailing edge levelled.

Many manufacturers don't publish the speed and 
glide ratios for their gliders. These values are still 
important for glider design, development and testing. 
The trim and top speed of Phantom is identical to Ion 
4, further supports that the target group is the same.

Ion 4 Comparison
I flew both gliders. Ion 4 handles nicely. According 
to Nova, its glide performance is better than Mentor 
3. Event performance on bar is very usable, unlike 
ENB gliders from a couple of years ago. The most 
noticeable feature was how pitch stable it is – it doesn't 
shoot forward, just stops above your head. High pitch 

stability make it very accessible for pilots with yet 
underdeveloped active piloting skills. I was a little 
concerned that Phantom might feel a bit less responsive.

Flying The Phantom
Launching the Phantom is very easy, the glider comes 
up straight without any extra effort. Like the Ion 4, it 
has little need for corrections. In flight, the Phantom 
has the same reassuring stable feel as the Ion 4. In 
straight flight at trim it’s difficult to tell which glider 
you’re under.

However, the handling of Phantom differs, it is slightly 
more direct. The glider will turn tightly, as you’d expect 
from its type, the brake pressure is on the lighter side, 
increasing progressively, and brake travel is long, so it will 
take an extra effort to stall the glider. Although Phantom 
gives the feel that it will look after you, its handling is 
more direct than Ion 4, yet not as direct as Mentor 4.

On glide and when looking for thermals, the extra 
time to look for lift or for the best part of the thermal 
during centering is noticeable on Phantom. Performance 
on glide is where the glider shines the most. At its 
top speed this glider will outperform ENC Triton 2 
flying at the same speed. 
(Triton 2 has got a higher 
top speed then Phantom 
and will perform better in 
converting small bubbles 
or when flying on bar 
in turbulent air.) The 
Phantom’s performance on 
full bar will make you feel 
you’re flying in the glass 
off at the end of the day.

I talked further to 
Philipp Medicus about the 
Phantom’s design and 
development. Nova had 

the idea of this glider in the pipeline for a few years. 
Phantom was designed to be accessible for low ENB 
pilots and to make sure that student pilots can fly 
this glider after finishing their licence course. This is 
why it was based on and designed with very similar 
characteristics as Ion 4. Yet the performance and 
stability of Phantom will make this glider appealing 
to more experienced pilots who will appreciate the 
performance versus stability ratio so they can go hard in 
strong conditions for extensive periods of time.

Phantom is an easy step up for any pilot straight out 
of school and ready to move to their first ENB glider. The 
step to Phantom is the same as to Ion 4 or any other low 
ENB glider. 
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All correspondence, including 
changes of address, member- 
ship renewals, short term 
memberships, rating forms 
and other administrative 
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC 
3033, &	 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
Brett Coupland &	 0417 644633 <manager.
operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

HGFA Administrative Manager

Melinda Goullet & 03 9336 7155 <office@hgfa.
asn.au> <melinda.goullet@hgfa.asn.au>.

➲	  For information about site ratings, sites 
and other local matters, contact the appro-
pri ate State asso ciations, region or club.

HGFA Committee  
of Management
Pres: Matthew Smith <president@hgfa. 
asn.au> &	0466 399850.
V-Pres: Rob Woodward <vicepresident@hgfa. 
asn.au> <rob.woodward@hgfa.asn.au> &	0400 
759105.
Sec: Mark Rossi <secretary@hgfa.asn.au> 
<mark.rossi@hgfa.asn.au>.
Trs: Brian Webb <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au> 
<brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> &	0417 530972.

Committee Members:
Chris Noye <chris.noye@hgfa.asn.au> 
Rick Williams <rick.williams@hgfa.asn.au> 
Phillip de la Hunty <phillip.de.la.hunty@hgfa.
asn.au> 
Iain Clarke <iain.clarke@hgfa.asn.au> &	
0419 892992.
Mark Pike <mark.pike@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Terri Jewell 
<tjewell69@gmail.com> 0411 236 
715; VPres: Geoff Robertson; Trs: 
Aimee Nizette <treasurer.acthpa@
gmail.com>; Sec: Kristina Smith 
<kdsmith71@gmail.com> 0407 

905554; Public Officer: Chop Lamont 0407 
771075; SSO: Matthew Smith; Committee: 
Clancy Pamment, Dave Hanna. Meetings: 1st 
Tue/month 7:30pm, except January, Canberra 
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936, [www.hgfa.
asn.au/~hgawa]. Pres: Peter South 0417 930 
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; VPres: 
Tom Marwick; Sec: Richard Breyley 0417 986 
896 <richard.breyley@masta.com.au>; Trs: 
Sam Clark; Club Reps: Simon Shuttleworth 
(Albany), Richard Breyley (Dust Devils), Mike 
Duffy (Western Soarers), Rick Williams (Hill 
Flyers), Aron Crowhurst (Non Club Rep).

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association
PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ralf 
Gittfried <president@nswhpa.org>, 0466 
566288; VPres: John Harriott<Vice
President@nswhpa.org>, 0412 442705; 
Sec: Michael Stott <secretary@nswhpa.org>, 
0418 652774; Trs: John Brassil <treasurer@
nswhpa.org>, 0419 285802; PO/Assist. Trs: 
Nir Eshed 0423 422494; Committee: Phillip 
de la Hunty (NSW HGFA Rep), Fred Crous, Nils 
Vesk, Matthew Te Hira.

North Queensland HG Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881, [www.
cairnshangglidingclub.org]. Pres: Daniel 
Keech 0427 888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Tracey Hayes 0418 963796 
<info@azurephotography.com>; PG Rep: 
Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association
PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth  
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding 
queensland.com>, Sec/Trs: Rod Stead 0428 
132215 <roderick.stead@rpsgroup.com.au>.

South Australian HG Association Inc
PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA 5000 
<sahga.exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Peter Bolton 
0401 368736; VPres: Stuart McClure 0428 
100796; Sec/Trs: Robert Woodward 0408 
808436 (SA/NT State Rep); SSO (HG): Helen 
0427 656545; SSOs (PG): Adam Stott, Peter 
Allen; SO (PG): Steve Savage 0408 889737. 
PG Rep: Mark Elston 0428 480820; SSO (PPG): 
Adrian Palfrey 0408 341181, M’ship: Dave 
Wilson, Sthn sites: Geoff Fisher; Nthn sites: 
Peter Bolton; ML: Garry Fimeri (SDFC) 0428 
111249, Committee: Paul Kelley.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association
PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [thpa.org.
au]. Pres: Luke Denniss; VPres: Phil Joughin; 
Sec/Trs: Mark Harrison.

Victorian HG & PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa. 
org.au]. Pres: Rob Van Der Klooster 0408 335 
559 <president@vhpa.org.net>; Sec: Stephen 
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.net>; Trs: Peter Kemeny 0409 028165 
<treasurer@vhpa.org.net>; SO: Matthew 
Hall 0418 517407 <safetyofficer@vhpa.
org.net>; Site Dev: Adam Young 0422 383 
214 <adam@fibreopt.com.au>; Web: Jan 
Bennewitz 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Committee: Romann Kudinoff 
0414 971533 <romann@kudinoff.com.au>, 
Michael Armstrong, Alister Johnson.

ACT 
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club Inc.
6 Miago Ct, Ngunnawal ACT 2913, 
[www.dustydemons.com]. Pres: Trent 
Brown 0427 557486 <trentbrown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 
813746 <peter.dall@casa.com.au>; 
SSO: Stephen McCarthy.

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
190 Wyndham St, Alexandria, NSW 2015 
[bmhgc.blogspot.com]. Pres: Julian 
Andersen 0414 865894 <julian_andersen@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Alex Drew 0423 
696677 <revant)1@yahoo>; Trs: Stephen 
Moon; SSOs: Allan Bush (HG) 0407 814524 
<bethandallen@bigpond.com>, Che Golus 
(PG) 0429 432031 <chegolus@gmail.com>. 

Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www. 
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Scott Cairns 
<president@centralcoastskysurfers.com>;  
Sec: Matthew Collins <secretary@central 
coastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Phillip Wheen 
<treasurer@centralcoastskysurfers.com>,  
SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 <media 
centralcoastskysurfers.com>, John Harriott  
0412 442705 <nationalparksliaisoncentralcoast 
skysurfers.com>. Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 
7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina. 

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.
PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond 
Sparkes 0433 917011; VPres: Andrew Swan 
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404 
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: Frank 
Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@bigpond 
com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim Causer 0418 
433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.alpineparagliding.com]; Pres: Michael 
Porter 0415 920444 <porter.michael60@
gmail.com>; VPres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491 
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston  
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org. 
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 6785 
6545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, VPres/Sec/
Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@gm 
ail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc.
470 Ocean Drive, Laurieton NSW 2443 [www.
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au] <mncflyers@
hotmail.com>. Pres: Daniel Rose 0411 897255 
<president@midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>; 
VPres: Murray Dawes 0487 177928, Sec: 
David Stevens 0491 038060 <secretary@
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Site info: SSO 
David Wainwright 0429 844961 or SSO Chris 
Rogers 0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 991, Newcastle NSW 2300 [www.
nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Ward Gunn 0414 356588 
<president@nhgc.asn.au>; VPres: Adrian 
Mulder 0420 359863 <vicepresident@nhgc.
asn.au>; Sec: John Spencer 0432 112175 
<secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Nicola 
Bowskill 0406 639298 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SO (inland/coastal): Tony Barton 
0412 607815; News letter: <editor@nhgc.
asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm  
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club
Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
iprimus.com.au>; VPres: Gavin Morris 0405 
201375; Sec: Andrew Burchell 0403 772563 
<andrewburchell1@gmail.com>; Trs: Michael 
Johnson 0409 244049; SSO: Bob Lane 
0490 349441 <bob.lane55@hotmail.com>. 
Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7:30pm, Hexham 
Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc
Unit 8, 8 Parriwi Road, Mosman NSW 2088. 
Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@
gmail.com>; VPres: Michael Lamb 0422 
611318 <lamykiwi@gmail.com>; Sec: Gregory 
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834 
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412 728 
959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>. 

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net], <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>. Pres:  
Jan De Vos 0438 645135 <janpauldevos@
googlemail.com>; VPres: Brian Rushton 0427 
615950 <byronair@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: 
Gavin Hartel <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>; Trs: 
James McEwan 0437 368999 <nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; Sites: Col Rushton 0458 120010 
<colinrushton@upnet.com.au>; Council 
Liaison: Neil Mersham 0408 441742 <neil_ 
mersham@hotmail.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay 
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano 
0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; 
PR: Jan Smith 0438 876926 <jansmith.
cloudnine@gmail.com>. Meetings: Byron Bay 
RSL Club, 7pm, 2nd Fri/month.

All clubs please check details in this section carefully
Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details 
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific 
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs. 

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs
Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office 
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments 
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and 
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required 

to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if 
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or 
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.
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Sky Hawks
[www.skyhawks.org.au]. Pres: Brett Coup
land 0409 162616 <brettcoupland@gmail. 
com>; VPres: Tony Dennis 0418 574068 
<fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: Jasmine Campbell 
<jazmia16@hotmail.com>; Trs: John Jablon 
skis 0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>; 
SSOs: Brett Coupland 0409 162616, Lee Scott 
0400 814811 <fly.paragliders@gmail.com>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]. Pres: Mel Pemberton 
<presidentflystanwell@gmail.com>; VPres: 
Greg Hurst; Sec: Corey Snell <secretary@
flystanwell.com>; Trs: Sundra John; 
Committee: Julian Walker, Tim Marshall, Clair 
Maurice; SSOs: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083 
<SSO@flystanwell.com>, Martin Wysocki 
0409 959691 <hollywood@flyforfly.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club
[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc 
@live.com.au>. Pres/SO: Ken Stothard 0424 
615419 <kstothar@optusnet.com.au>; Sec:  
Peter Garrone 0429 699244 <garrone.peter 
@gmail.com>; Trs: John Selby 0414 218391 
<< illegible <jselby@pivot.net.au>; SO: Doug 
Sole <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>; SSO: 
Martin Wielecki 0437 265225. Meetings: 
Juniors @ the Junction, Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 
8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.com.au]. Pres: Kirsten Seeto 0450 
887857 <kirsten.flys@gmail.com>; VPres: 
Greg Hurst 0417 908496 <greg@sydneypara 
gliding.com.au>; Sec: Nicholas Loveday 0434 
057727 <nicholas.loveday@me.com>; Trs: 
Bernhard Hurzeler 0414 188339 <hurzeler@
icmconsulting.com.au>; Committee: Doug 
Hazell, Kristen Rickard, Guy Mckanna; SSOPG: 
David Holmes 0408 366505 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; SSOPPG: Brett Coupland 0409 
162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; SSOHG: 
Rohan Taylor 0425 268080 <rohantaylor@
yahoo.com>. Meeting: Harbord Bowling Club, 
Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm, 1st Tue/month 
(except January).

The Pico Club Inc. (Paramotor Club)
[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Andrew Shipley 
<andrewshipley@netspace.net.au> 0407 511 
451; VPres: Dave Tymms 0409 405290; 
Sec: Jos Weemaes <jweemaes@yahoo.com> 
0488 693788; Trs: Mike Forwood; SSOs: Mike 
Forwood 0427 310686, Rick Clarke 0409 
955089; Committee: Chris Byrne, Justin 
Shaw.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Paramotoring & Paragliding Club
PO Box 4402, Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: 
Richard Binstead 0422 956967 <rbinstead@
gmail.com> Sec: Alan Bartlett 0407 105 899.

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Pl, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: Derek 
Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.com.
au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang 
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark 
<maxidog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes 
<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel  
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee: 
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc. 
asn.au]. Pres/SO: Walt Nielsen 0439 072013 
<president@chgc.asn.au>; VPres/SSO HG: 
Ken Hill 0418 188655 <vicepresident@
chgc.asn.au>; Sec: Kate Baker 0403 991878 
<secretary@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Steve Monson 
0407 597096 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; SSO 
PG: Phil Hystek 0418 155317, 07 55434000 
(h), Brandon O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc.
92 Stanley St, Rockhampton QLD 4700. Pres/
SSO: Shayne TowersHammond 0434 544148 
<shayne.16@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill Gonch 
0434 544148 <bgonch@gmail.com>; Trs/
SO: Fraser Strain; CFI: JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 
754157 <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD 
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438 
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: 
James Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 
0427 177237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 
49922865 <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club
13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce 
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs: 
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Duaringa Flying Club Inc.
Lot 29 Capricorn Hwy, Duaringa QLD 4712. 
Pres: Paul Barry 0499 22865 <prbarry@tpg.
com.au>; Sec/Trs: Tim Osborn 0499 310902 
<timothyjosborn1@gmail.com>.

Fly Killarney Inc.
[www.flykillarney.com.au]. Pres: Scott Farrell  
0439 754303 <scott308@rocketmail.com>; 
VPres: Dave Gibbs; Trs/Sec: Paul McCullough 
0407 731280 <plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.
[groupspaces.com/ParadiseFlyers]. Pres: 
Santiago Ayala 0438 612790 <Santiago.Ayala@
yahoo.com>; Sec: Brett Paull 0450 293199 
<brettpaull70@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar 
0419 798684 <grant_cassar@yahoo.com>.

Sunshine Coast Sports Aviators Inc.
PO Box 2399, Noosa Heads, QLD 4561 
[www.sunshinecoastsportsaviators.com.au]. 
Pres: Paul Green <president@sunshine 
coastsportsaviators.com.au> 0412 376719;  
VPres/SSO (HG) David Cookman 0427 498 
573; Sec: Karen Cookman 0407 498573; Trs: 
Allan Hutchinson 0422 357833; SSOs (PG): 
JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 754157, Shane Gingell 
0417 619167, Jonny Allen 0438 107518.

Townsville Hang Gliding Club Inc.
20 Wood St, Mundingburra, QLD 4812, 
[sitework@mackay.net.au].

Wicked Wings Toowoomba/Killarney  
HG & PG Club Inc.
Pres: Joe Colfs 0422 587636 <joe_colfs@
hotmail.com>; VPres: Brendan McKenzie, 
0401 769712 <brendan86@live.com.au>; 
Trs: Peter Harding 0427 119314 <peter60@
live.com.au>; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 
156256. <sonyafardell@yahoo.com.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax: 
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
c/o Rob Van Der Klooster, 44 Tanner St, Break 
water VIC 3219, <dynasoarers@gmail.com>;  
Pres: Peter Hannah 0422 148545; SSO: Rob  
van der Klooster 0408 335559, Jan Benne 
witz 0423 139923. Meetings: 1st Fri/month, 
venue see [www.dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
Unit 3/421 Melbourne Rd, Newport VIC 3015  
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore 0432 
152101 <dave.moore04@gmail.com>; Sec:  
Johannes Straub 0449 866513 <j.straub@
gmx.net>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425 801813 
<Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO: Glenn 
Bachelor; Committee: Pete Cass, Neale 
Halsall & Glenn Bachelor. Meetings: 2nd Wed/
month, The Palace Hotel, 505 City Rd, South 
Melbourne VIC 3205. 

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 317, Bright VIC 3741,[www.nevhgc.
net]. Pres: Wally Arcidiacono 0481 283489 
<wally_arcidiacono@hotmail.com>; Sec: 
Barb Scott 0408 844224 <scott.bj@gmail.
com>; Trs: John Chapman <chappo252@
gmail.com>; SSO: Karl Texler 0428 385144 
<brightvt@netc.net.au>; Committee: Bill 
Brooks <piratebill.brooks@gmail.com>, Clara 
Knoche <clara.knoche@web.de>, Brendan 
Fraser <brendan@zoho.com>. Meetings: 
[nevhgcmembersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club
PO Box 441, Kew VIC 3101, [www.skyhigh 
paragliding.org]. Pres: Garrath Evans <pres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; VPres: David 
Laird <vp@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: 
Beny Aycardo <tres@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Sec: Phil Lyng <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; M’ship: John Corlett <mem@skyhigh 
paragliding.org.au>; Nov Rep: Damien Marks 
<nov@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Web: 
Romann Kudinoff <wm@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Merch: Michael Armstrong <merchrep 
@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; SSO: Matthew 
Hall 0418 517407. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 
7:30pm Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, 
Abbotsford. No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club Inc.
[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au] Pres:  
Tony Batson 0410 420920 <president@
southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Sec: Ian 
Rees 03 97621364 <secretary@southern 
microlightclub.com.au>; Trs: George Vassis 
<treasurer@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>. 
Meetings: 2nd Tues/month, Manhattern Hotel, 
Cnr Heatherdale & Canterbury Rds, Ringwood, 
6pm for dinner, 7pm meeting.

Victorian Air Hogs Inc.
75 Sandringham Pd, Newtown VIC 3220, 
[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum: 

[ht tp: //skypir ates.f ree forums.org / ]. 
WSM/PPG/PHG. Contact: Bohdan Philippa 
<bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc. 
org]. Pres: Dean Bayley 0408 548651; VPres: 
Greg Beglehole 0408 335559 <greg@heating 
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Nicky Shalders; Trs:  
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp 
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve 
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will 
Faulkner. Meet ings: Last Sat/month, The 
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;  
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:  
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
147 Bruns Dr, Darling Downs WA 6122. Pres/
SSO: Rod Merigan 0439 967971 <rmerigan@
paraglidewesternaustralia.com.au>; VPres/
SO: Gabriel Bressan <gabebres@yahoo.com.
au>; Sec/Trs: Colin Brown 0407 700378 
<secretary@cloudbase.asn.au>. Meetings: 
Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park 
Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
3 Edgar St, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres/SSO 
(Kalgoorlie): Murray Wood 0427 328638 
<muzel71@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Phil Clarkson  
0405 144475 <phil.clarkson@hotmail.com.
au>; Sec: Duncan Dekoning <chickendekoning@
hotmail.com>. SSOs (Perth): Mark Stokoe 0414 
932461 <wrx2002@iinet.net.au>, Richard 
Breyley 0417 986896.

WA Hill Flyers Club Inc.
186 Blackadder Rd, Swanview WA 6056, 
<hillflyersclub@gmail.com>. Pres/SSO: Rick 
Williams 0427 057961 <rickwillfly@yahoo.
com.au>; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennett 0412 124264; 
Trs/SSO: David Longman 08 93859469; SSO: 
Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 
0428 471806. Meetings held on site during club 
flyins at York.

WA Skypirates Paramototing Club
Pres: Mark Wild 0411 423923 <mwild@
gastech.com.au>; Trs: Mark Hayton 0439 
513465 <mark.hayton@riotinto.com>; Sec: 
Neil Angwin 0409 174434 <ccleaner@iinet.
net.au>; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411 423923, 
Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc 
25 Taylor St, Eaton WA 6232. Pres: Brian 
Watts 0407 552362; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428 
504285 <pcoffey@bis.net.au>.

Western Soarers 
3 Perrin Cr, Clarkson WA 6030; [www.
facebook.com/westernsoarers]. Pres: Michael 
Duffy 0402 020098 <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; 
VPres: Jason Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; 
Sec: Robert Burnett 0407 303454 <wshgc@
hgfa.asn.au>; Trs: Greg Lowry <g.lowry@
iinet.net.au>; SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin 
Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams, Michael 
Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au.groups.
yahoo.com/group/western_soarers/].
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Australia Wide Services
Certified Paraglider Repairer 
Testing & Repairs
➲	  Comprehensive testing and 

repairs to all paragliders
➲	  Fully equipped service and 

repair agents for: Advance, 
Aerodyne, Airwave, BioAir, 
Gin, Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, 
Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP

➲	  Full written report 
➲	  Harness repair and modifications
➲	  Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲	  Parachute repacking
➲	  Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,  

New Zealand and Asia
➲	  Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550 
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>

[www.waparagliding.com]

Western Australia

Professional Paragliding
➲	 Tandem Introductory Flights
➲	 Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲	 Pilot Development Clinics
➲	 Free Introduction course
➲	 Tandem Endorsements
➲	 Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd

Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412 271 404

<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au> 
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]
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Poliglide Paragliding 
Specialising in  

Motorised Paragliding since 2001
➲	 SIV, towing, confidence building specialist.
➲	 HG to PG conversions.
➲	 	Sales and service of paragliding and motorised 

paragliding equipment.
➲	 	Sport and Exercise Science trained.

	

Importer of 
Swing  FreshBreeze motors Crispi Boots 
gliders since 1999 since 2001 since 2001

Reseller of Flytec & Icom

www.poliglide.com.au
0428 666 843
Andrew Polidano CFI

Photo: John Tilley

Queensland

Canungra Sky Sports
Gold Coast 

[www.canungraskysports.com.au]
Hang gliding & Paragliding School 

CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG
Contact: 

<info@canungraskysports.com.au> 
Phone: 0457 287 200

+
Capricorn Sky Sports

Rockhampton
Hang gliding & Paragliding School 

CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG
Contact: 

<lisa@extremeair.co.nz> 
Phone: 0457 287 200

Rainbow Paragliding • APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty  
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique  

in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders 

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>
➲	 Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based 

on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has 
access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in 
the Cooloola National Park including Teewah and world 
famous Rain bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly 
all year round, 60km crosscountry flights have been 
achieved in winter!

➲	 FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four stu dents per 
instructor, for quality personalised tui tion at your own 
pace, between eight to 10 days.

➲	 REFRESHER COURSE – Ground handling, top landing or asym 
metric recovery techniques: Come learn with the experts.

➲	 INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and 
the knowledge. 

➲	 SALES AND SERVICES – New and secondhand, tradein, 
maintenance and repairs.

➲	 YOUR INSTRUCTORS: JeanLuc Lejaille, CFI and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience, 
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157 

Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com> 
[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as 
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to 
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, 
our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding 
Champion) has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & 
instructing for over 10 years.

Courses
➲	 Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲	 Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲	 SIV courses
➲	 Tow courses
➲	 XC tandem flights
➲	 Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.  
See website for details.

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves, 
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854 455 

[www.activeflight.com.au]

VictoriaNew South Wales
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Microlights & Equipment

Airborne T-Lite, As new, less than 20 hrs. Always kept 
hangared in Exmouth, WA. VHF comms system included – 
$12000 ono. Contact: Joseph &	0407 991240. 

XT 582 Tundra T26208, 230 hrs – $19000. Aeros Ant Fox16 
T16318, Nanolight wing, only five hrs – $6500. Aeros Ant 
Discus Nanolight wing, only 30 hrs – $6700. Aeros Ant Fox 13TL 
Strutted Nanolight wing, only five hrs – $7500. Krucker floats, 
suits Airborne X – $1500. Streak 3 wing, 700 hrs – $1000. 
Three unfinished singleseat proto trikes from $3000. Raptor 
Paramotor engine & prop – $1750. Wizard wing spares only 
$500. Wizard sail, 300 hrs – $500. 19hp pull start paramotor 
engine & prop – $1750. New microlight helmets & headsets 

– $400. New intercom set, two helmets, headsets, PPT & 
intercom suit A15 – $1000. Contact: John Oliver 0428 303 484.

Airborne XT 582 Outback. Base 242 hrs, Streak 2B wing 36 hrs, 
engine 55 hrs. Cruises at 58kt. Full XT Avionics, Microair M760, 
radio, 70litre fuel tank, always hangared – $25000 ono. 
Contact: Chris on 0404 316 913 (Geelong area).

Paragliders & Equipment
Advance Omega X-Alps END 22m, in excellent condition, no rips 
or damage, suit new glider buyer looking to get this fantastic 
machine for a bargain price. 80 hrs – $2900. Contact: Jerry 
0408 756 949 (Gold Coast, QLD).

General Classifieds
Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex 
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve 
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection 
with prices. Contact: Ron &	0403 975041.

The HG & PG Handbook  
for Australian Pilots

A primer for Restricted, Inter
mediate & Advanced HG and PG 

theory exams. Now in an expanded 
2nd edition. Up to date with the 

2015 HGFA Ops Manual.  
[www.tiliquabooks.com.au]

Concertina Bag
PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA 

SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System
PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA 

SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

 

Classifieds are free of charge to private HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue 
will be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@
hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC 3033. The deadline is the 1st of the month, 
one month prior to pub li cation date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, resub mission 
must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for prospective 
buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verifi ca tion). (Note: The above does not apply to com mer cial operators. Instructors/
Schools/Businesses may place multiple classified entries, but will be charged at commercial advertising rates. Commercial Calendar 
events are included under this ruling.)
Advertising Guidelines
All aircraft should be suitable for the intend ed use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being 
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the mainte nance requirements as 
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should 
always be inspected by an indepen dent person, an Instructor wherever possi ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
con di tion, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of mainte nance logs for the 
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the 
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.
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Soaring at Teewah, Queensland

Photo: Shane Tighe

48 SKYSAILOR

Advertising Index – November | December 2016
Airborne Windsports 23
CASA – Close Call 41
Fly2Base Paragliding 27
HGFA Forms and Documents  28
HGFA Visiting Pilot Membership 28
HGFA Human Factors 27
MacPara – Eden 6 21
Manilla Paragliding – Ascent 43
Manilla Paragliding – Axess 3 27
Manilla Paragliding – Companion SQR Series 31
Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories 11

Manilla Paragliding – Iota 37
Natalie’s Travel Insurance 15
Nova – V2 BC
Ozone – Zeno IFC
Paragliding Headquarters – Gradient IBC
Paragliding Queensland – Fly Iceland 35
Poliglide – Swing RAST  9
SEQ Paragliding – Roller 29
Skymec Paramotors 17
Skyout – European Tours 2017 13




